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President Donald Trump, right, listens as Dr. Deborah Birx, White House coronavirus response coordinator, speaks during a news conference about the coronavirus in 
the Rose Garden of the White House, Friday, March 13, 2020, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By A. TAYLOR, Z. MILLER, J. COLVIN and L. MAS- 
CARO Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump 
announced Friday that he is declaring the coro¬ 
navirus pandemic a national emergency, as 


Washington struggles with providing Americans 
with reliet and officials race to slow the spread 
of the outbreak. 

Speaking from the Rose Garden, Trump said, "I 
am officially declaring a national emergency." 


He said it would free up as much as $50 billion 
for state and local governments to respond to 
the outbreak. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Trump declares virus pandemic a national emergency 



Queues are prepared for tourists at the Capitol Visitor Center amid reports that organized visits 
may be shut down soon, in Washington, Thursday, March 12, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

Trump also waived interest 
on federally held student 
loans and moved to prop 
up energy markets, by di¬ 
recting the Department of 
Energy to buy oil to fill the 
strategic petroleum reserve 
"’right up to the top." 

Trump said he was also giv¬ 
ing Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Alex Azar 
emergency authorities to 
waive federal regulations 
and laws to give doctors 
and hospitals "flexibility" in 
treating patients. 

"Through a very collective 
action and shared sacri¬ 
fice, national determina¬ 
tion, we will overcome the 
threat of the virus," Trump 
said. 

He also announced a new 
public-private partnership 
to expand coronavirus test¬ 
ing capabilities, as his ad¬ 
ministration has come un¬ 
der fire for being too slow in 
making the test available. 
The partnership will include 
drive-thru testing in some 
locations and an online 
portal to screen those seek¬ 
ing to get tested. 

Still, Trump said that officials 
don't want people taking 
the test unless they have 
certain symptoms. "It's to¬ 
tally unnecessary," Trump 
said. He added, "This will 
pass." 

Trump made no reference 
to negotiations between 
the White House and Con¬ 
gress on a broader aid 
package, as House Demo¬ 
crats prepare to vote on 
their own measure Friday. 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
Friday the House would ap¬ 
prove its coronavirus aid 
package, imploring the 
Trump administration and 
congressional Republicans 
to "put families first" by 
backing the effort to pro¬ 
vide Americans with relief. 
The House Democratic 
leader spoke from the 


speaker’s balcony at the 
Capitol ahead of Trump's 
news conference at the 
White House, as the pow¬ 
er centers of Washington 
were shuttered to visitors. 
"Our nation, our great na¬ 
tion has faced crisis be¬ 
fore," Pelosi said. "And 
every time, thanks to the 
courage and optimism of 
the American people, we 
have prevailed. Now, work¬ 
ing together, we will once 
again prevail." 

Trump has not yet pub¬ 
licly backed the package, 
making its outcome uncer¬ 
tain in Congress. 

Central to the package 
is free testing for the virus 
and guaranteed sick pay 
for workers who are taking 
time away from jobs, along 
with an infusion of dollars 
to handle unemployment 
benefits and boost food 
programs for children, fami¬ 
lies and seniors. 

Pelosi and Treasury Secre¬ 
tary Steven Mnuchin, whom 
Trump tapped to negotiate 
for the administration, have 
engaged in around-the- 
clock negotiations. 

But Republican leaders in 
Congress slowed the deal, 
wanting assurances that 
Trump would publicly sup¬ 
port the agreement before 
signing off on it ahead of 
any vote, according to a 
top congressional aide un¬ 
authorized to discuss the 
private talks and speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 
GOP leader Kevin McCa¬ 
rthy of California, the House 
minority leader, huddled 
with Mnuchin and Trump 
at the White House earlier 
Friday. 

"We can only defeat this 
outbreak if we have an ac¬ 
curate determination of its 
scale and scope, so that 
we can pursue the precise 
science-based response 
that is necessary to put 
families first," Pelosi said. 

The White House is under 


enormous pressure, deal¬ 
ing with the crisis on multi¬ 
ple fronts as it encroached 
ever closer on the presi¬ 
dent. 

The virus has swept in alarm¬ 
ing ways across American 
life, sending the financial 
markets into a dangerous 
slide and shuttering schools 
and sporting events and 
limiting everyday interac¬ 
tions in communities across 
the country. 

The administration’s federal 
task force managing the 
crisis was working furiously 
to break a bottleneck in 
the nation’s ability to test for 
the new virus, and weigh¬ 
ing what sort of emergency 
powers Trump would need 
to invoke to provide need¬ 
ed aid to overwhelmed 
state and local govern¬ 
ments. 

And a personal health 
scare intensified as White 
House officials worked to 
determine the level of ex¬ 
posure by the president 
and senior aides to several 
foreign officials who have 
since tested positive for the 
virus. 


In one welcome announce¬ 
ment, the administration 
said Friday it was awarding 
$1.3 million to two compa¬ 
nies trying to develop rapid 
COVID-19 tests that could 
detect within an hour 
whether a person is positive 
for the new coronavirus. 

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes only 
mild or moderate symp¬ 
toms, such as fever and 
cough. For some, especial¬ 
ly older adults and people 
with existing health prob¬ 
lems, it can cause more se¬ 
vere illness, including pneu¬ 
monia. 

The vast majority of people 
recover. According to the 
World Health Organization, 
people with mild illness re¬ 
cover in about two weeks, 
while those with more se¬ 
vere illness may take three 
to six weeks to be over it. 
Earlier Friday, Mnuchin 
sounded an optimistic 
note. "I think we’re very 
close to getting this done," 
he said in an appearance 
on CNBC. 

On the COVID-19 illness, 
Mnuchin cautioned that 


"people should understand 
the numbers are going 
to go up before they go 
down." 

Pelosi and Mnuchin con¬ 
tinued their constant cross¬ 
town phone calls through¬ 
out a tense morning of 
negotiations to firm up and 
salvage the emerging deal 
that has widespread sup¬ 
port from Democrats and 
some in the business com¬ 
munity seeking certainty. 
Providing sick pay for work¬ 
ers is a crucial element of 
federal efforts to stop the 
rapid spread of the infec¬ 
tion. Officials warn that the 
nation’s healthcare system 
could quickly become 
overwhelmed with gravely 
sick patients, as suddenly 
happened in Italy, one of 
the countries hardest hit by 
the virus. 

The ability to ensure pay- 
checks will keep flowing — 
for people who stay home 
as a preventative measure 
or because they’re feeling 
ill or caring for others — can 
help assure Americans they 
will not fall into financial 
hardship. □ 
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U.S. general: U.S. strikes destroy weapons depots, more remain 



3 


This annotated image provided by the U.S. Department of Defense, shows aeriai images after U.S. 
airstrikes in iraq on Friday, March 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. retaliatory airstrikes 
against militants in Iraq de¬ 
stroyed five weapons de¬ 
pots, but the top U.S com¬ 
mander for the Middle East 
acknowledged Friday that 
there are many similar sites 
that the U.S. has so far not 
hit because of potential ci¬ 
vilian casualties and politi¬ 
cal sensitivities with the Iraqi 
government. 

Marine Gen. Frank McKen¬ 
zie said the U.S. decision to 
target the Iranian-backed 
Shiite militia group that killed 
American and British troops 
in a rocket attack this week 
sends a strong message to 
Iran and its proxies. But he 
said that as the threat of 
continued attacks remains 
high and tensions with Iran 
have not gone down, the 
U.S. is beefing up military 
assets in the region. 

"What should now be ob¬ 
vious to everyone is you're 
not going to be able to fire 
those at a U.S. or coalition 
base, hurt or kill our people, 
and escape unscathed," 
McKenzie told Pentagon 
reporters Friday. He said 
the U.S. has been aware 
of the weapons sites and 
knows where more are, but 
has exercised "restraint" in 
bombing them because in 
some cases strikes would kill 
"a lot" of civilians. He said 
the U.S. works with the Iraq 
military to take out the sites, 
but at times that doesn't 
work. 

Kataib Hezbollah, the 
group the U.S. blames for 
the Wednesday attack at 
Camp Taji base that killed 
two U.S. and one British ser¬ 
vice members and wound¬ 


ed 14 other personnel, has 
not commented on the 
strikes, but another Iranian- 
backed group has vowed 
revenge. 

The tit-for-tat strikes poten¬ 
tially signal another cycle 
of violence between Wash¬ 
ington and Tehran that 
could play out inside Iraq. 
And they threaten to ham¬ 
per ongoing U.S. negotia¬ 
tions with the Iraqi govern¬ 
ment to keep American 
troops in the country. 

In fact, Iraq's military said 
three Iraqi army comman¬ 
dos and two federal police 
officers were killed in the 
U.S. strikes. And a Shiite en¬ 
dowment in the holy city of 
Karbala said one civilian in 
an airport complex being 
constructed by the endow¬ 
ment was also killed. 

Asked about the Iraqi 
deaths, McKenzie said the 
U.S. talked with the Iraq mili¬ 
tary and they knew the U.S. 
attack was imminent. 


"If Iraqis were there and 
Iraqi military forces were 
there, I would say it's prob¬ 
ably not a good idea to 
position yourself with Kataib 
Hezbollah in the wake of a 
strike that killed Americans 
and coalition members." 
Due to the ongoing threat, 
McKenzie said Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper has 
agreed to keep two Navy 
aircraft carriers — the USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and 
the USS Harry S. Truman - in 
the Gulf region "for a period 
of time." He said this is the 
first time since 2012 that the 
U.S. has had two carriers 
in the region at the same 
time. 

He also said that Patriot air 
defense missile systems are 
being moved into Iraq to 
provide defenses against 
ballistic missile attacks like 
the January strike by Iran 
that hit an Iraqi air base 
where U.S. troops were 
present. No Americans 


were killed in that attack 
but dozens suffered mild 
traumatic brain injury. Since 
then, Washington has been 
negotiating with the Iraqi 
government to permit the 
Patriot deployment. 

The latest strikes mark a 
rapid escalation in tensions 
with Tehran and its proxy 
groups in Iraq, just two 
months after Iran carried 
out a massive ballistic mis¬ 
sile attack against Ameri¬ 
can troops at a base in 
Iraq. They came just hours 
after top U.S. defense lead¬ 
ers threatened retaliation 
for the Wednesday rocket 
attack, making clear that 
they knew who did it and 
that the attackers would 
be held accountable. 

"The United States will not 
tolerate attacks against 
our people, our interests, 
or our allies," Esper said. "As 
we have demonstrated in 
recent months, we will take 
any action necessary to 


protect our forces in Iraq 
and the region." 

According to the U.S. mili¬ 
tary, the locations of the 
strikes were largely around 
the Baghdad region. The 
strikes hit weapons storage 
facilities in Karbala, Al-Mu- 
sayib, and Arab Nawar Ah¬ 
mad and a missile storage 
and propellant production 
facility in Jurf al-Sakher, 

Prior to the strikes top U.S. 
officials, including President 
Donald Trump and Esper 
had suggested retaliation 
was coming. And McKen¬ 
zie told senators in a public 
hearing that the deaths of 
U.S. and coalition troops 
created a "red line" for the 
U.S. 

Two U.S. troops and one 
British service member were 
killed and 14 other person¬ 
nel were wounded when 
as many as 15 rockets hit 
the base Wednesday. The 
U.S. military said the 107 
mm Katyusha rockets were 
fired from a truck launcher 
that was found by Iraqi se¬ 
curity forces near the base 
after the attack. 

Asked why there were no 
systems at Taji to intercept 
the rockets, McKenzie said 
that such systems are lim¬ 
ited and can't be every¬ 
where. He said to put a 
system there, he would 
have to take it away from 
another location where it's 
also needed. 

Kataib Hezbollah was also 
responsible for a late De¬ 
cember rocket attack on a 
military base in Kirkuk that 
killed a U.S. contractor, 
prompting American mili¬ 
tary strikes in response. 

That in turn led to pro¬ 
tests at the U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad.□ 













































SATURDAY 14 MARCH 


.^llU.S. NEWS 



Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe 
Biden speaks about the coronavirus Thursday, March 12, 2020, 
in Wilmington, Del. 

Associated Press 
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Biden virtual town hall marks 
new normal for campaigning 


By SARA BURNEH and BILL 
BARROW 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Joe Biden 
is holding a town hall in Illi¬ 
nois from 800 miles away in 
Delaware. Bernie Sanders 
is staging daily news con¬ 
ferences from Vermont, 
instead of his usual rallies 
around the country with 
thousands of supporters. 
The global coronavirus 
pandemic has sent the 
2020 presidential cam¬ 
paign into a virtual phase. 
Big rallies and handshakes 
are out. Virtual phone 
banks and town halls are 
the new normal. Political 
parties and groups are 
canceling in-person gath¬ 
erings. States holding pri¬ 
maries in coming weeks 
have urged more voters to 
cast ballots by mail and ex¬ 
tended hours for early vot¬ 
ing centers in an effort to 
avoid election day crowds. 
On Friday, Louisiana's gov¬ 
ernor said he planned to 
postpone his state's April 4 
primary to June. 

The Biden campaign 
scrapped plans for a Chi¬ 
cago rally ahead of Illinois' 
Tuesday primary due to 
warnings from public and 
health officials against 
large gatherings. Instead, 
the Democratic front-run¬ 
ner was taking questions 
Friday in a virtual town hall 
via Facebook live. 

Sanders, Biden's rival for 
the Democratic nomina¬ 
tion, has been holding 
daily press briefings from his 
home state, where he has 
blasted President Donald 
Trump and his administra¬ 
tion's response to the virus. 
Biden did the same in an 
address Thursday. 

Speaking to reporters Fri¬ 
day, Sanders was subdued 
— the emotional oppo¬ 
site of the big rallies that 
have helped fuel his sup¬ 
port at the polls. He drew 
over 10,000 people at a 
Chicago rally on Satur¬ 
day, before officials start¬ 
ing warning against large 
events. Sanders said his 
team has mastered the use 
of internet campaigning, 
livestreaming almost all of 
its events already. 
COVID-19 causes only mild 


or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough, 
for most people. It can 
cause more severe illness, 
including pneumonia, for 
some people, especially 
older adults and those with 
existing health problems. 
Most people recover from 
it. Those with mild illness re¬ 
cover in about two weeks, 
while those with more se¬ 
vere illness may take three 
to six weeks to recover, ac¬ 
cording to the World Health 
Organization. 

With the coronavirus caus¬ 
ing a sea change in presi¬ 
dential campaigning, 
candidates and their sup¬ 
porters worry that the vir¬ 
tual events won't have the 
same impact. 

"We do more rallies than 
anybody else, and (they're) 
often very well attended. I 
love to do them," Sanders 
told reporters at a hotel in 
his home state of Vermont. 
"This coronavirus has obvi¬ 
ously impacted our ability 
to communicate with peo¬ 
ple in the traditional way 
that we do. That's hurting." 
In Chicago, Biden volun¬ 
teer Lolly Doerrer was pre¬ 
paring to have a few oth¬ 
er supporters over to her 
home Friday to watch the 
virtual town hall. The retir¬ 
ee finished an online MBA 
program a few years ago 
and said it helped famil¬ 
iarize her with technology 
like virtual classrooms and 
the potential for it to reach 
many more people than a 
rally. And while she believes 
canceling large gather¬ 
ings is the right thing to do, 
she doesn't think the virtual 
events will have the same 
impact as when people 
come together in person. 
"There is a common physi¬ 
cal element that comes 
from being face to face, or 
better yet marching side by 
side, and that's what is lost 
in this," Doerrer said. 

The policy extends to field 
offices around the country, 
as well — just as the cam¬ 
paign was looking to build 
out the campaign toward 
a potential general elec¬ 
tion matchup against Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. Trump 
himself has canceled ral¬ 
lies, for now. Biden advis¬ 


ers are reluctant to talk 
about what the coming 
weeks may look like, mostly 
because they don't know. 
They've not announced a 
public schedule beyond 
Friday's town hall and a 
similar event in Miami on 
Monday, both replacing 
scheduled rallies ahead of 
Tuesday primaries. 

If anything, those events 
are tryouts for a new style, 
while aides continue moni¬ 
toring public health advi¬ 
sories from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention. 

In a staff memo, Anita 
Dunn, Biden's top strategist, 
and Jen O'Malley Dillon, his 
new campaign manager, 
said that as of Thursday, 
that guidance still suggests 
that "small gatherings are 
safe," as long as no ex¬ 
posed persons participate. 
"We will continue to hold 
smaller events like round¬ 
tables, house parties and 
press statements," besides 
the virtual events. 

It's not the first time this 
election cycle that can¬ 
didates have had to get 
creative about reaching 
voters. Stuck in Washington 
for Trump's impeachment 
trial in the weeks before 
the kickoff Iowa caucuses. 
Sens. Elizabeth Warren and 
Amy Klobuchar held tele¬ 
phone town halls with Iowa 
voters, and Sen. Bernie 
Sanders held nightly online 
chats where he spoke to 
supporters via live stream, 
offering updates on the 
impeachment trial and his 
campaign. 

Klobuchar, who said over 
12,000 Iowa voters partici¬ 
pated in one of her tele¬ 
phone town halls, also 
spoke via phone to vot¬ 
ers in New Hampshire, the 
second state to vote. War¬ 
ren held similar calls with 
voters in New Hampshire 
and South Carolina ahead 
of those states' primaries, 
as she campaigned else¬ 
where. She suggested later 
while campaigning in per¬ 
son that she'd reached 
thousands of voters that 
way, but her campaign 
never released figures on 
how many people actually 
dialed in. □ 
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Supreme Court petitioned on poiice officers' iegai immunity 


By MAHHEW BARAKAT 
Associated Press 
ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — 

James King had no idea 
that the men who grabbed 
him and took his wallet 
were plainclothes officers 
looking tor a fugitive. So he 
ran off. 

And when they caught 
him, he took a monstrous 
beating. 

Bystanders also were con¬ 
fused. One called 911 to 
report the beating, telling a 
dispatcher: "They're going 
to kill this man." 

King, 27, was a college stu¬ 
dent at Grand Valley State 
in Michigan in 2014 when 
he was beaten. 

He sued the officers who 
arrested him, but a judge 
tossed out the case, ruling 
that the officers were en¬ 
titled to immunity for their 
actions. 

King's cose is one of several 
token up by the Arlington- 
based Institute for Justice in 
an effort to get the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court to reconsider 
the "qualified immunity" 
doctrine, which frequently 
shields police officers and 
other government agents 
from lawsuits when they ore 
accused of violating a per¬ 
son's constitutional rights. 
"The biggest problem is, 
these doctrines hove no 
basis in the history of this 
country," said Anya Bidwell, 
one of King's lawyers with 
the institute. 

"They are inconsistent with 
our founding principles." 
The qualified immunity 
doctrine was first enunci¬ 
ated by the Supreme Court 
in 1967, and expanded 
greatly by the court in the 
1980s. 

As it currently stands, offi¬ 
cers can only be held liable 
for their actions if a court 
has previously found offi¬ 
cers liable in an analogous 
circumstance, Bidwell said. 
The Institute also has pe¬ 
titioned the high court 



This undated photo provided by institute for Justice shows James King. 

Associated Press 

country who deal with this is entitled to a significant 
on a daily basis." measure of deference now 

King was charged with re- that it has been in place for 
sisting arrest and assaulting 50 years, and indeed ex- 


to take the case of Sha- 
niz West, whose home in 
Caldwell, Idaho, was de¬ 
stroyed by officers looking 
for her ex-boyfriend. They 
hope to learn as soon as 
later this month whether 
the justices will review the 
cases. 

One of the officers sued 
by King is an FBI agent 
who was participating in a 
federal-local task force in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
The FBI and a Grand Rapids 
spokesman declined com¬ 
ment. 

A spokeswoman for the 
City of Caldwell did not re¬ 
spond to an email seeking 
comment. 

In a phone interview. King 
said he feels lucky to be 
alive after being beaten 
by officers who seemed 
unfazed by the fact that 
bystanders were witnessing 
the attack in brood day¬ 
light. 

He said one of his lawyers 
told him that if he'd been 
black, he would have been 
killed. 

"I thought I was going to be 
killed," he said. "And there 
are people all over the 


a police officer. 

Court records indicate he 
bit one of the officers who 
had him in a chokehold. 

A jury acquitted King on all 
charges. 

Justices have signaled 
some interest in the topic. 
In 2017, Justice Clarence 
Thomas wrote that the 
court should find on appro¬ 
priate case to reconsider 
the doctrine. 

As with other elements of 
criminal justice reform, a 
left-right coalition of liberals 
concerned about police 
abuse and conservatives 
concerned about unac¬ 
countable government 
has emerged to agitate far 
change. 

While there is strong mo¬ 
mentum for reconsidering 
the qualified immunity doc¬ 
trine, it has its defenders. In 
a Notre Dame Law Review 
Journal titled "A Qualified 
Defense of Qualified Immu¬ 
nity," professors Aaron Niel¬ 
son and Christopher Walker 
write that that the doctrine 


ponded by the high court 
over time. 

"Absent dramatic new in¬ 
formation, until and unless 
Congress says otherwise, 
qualified immunity should 
remain our law," the au¬ 
thors write. 

Cities and local govern¬ 


ments also support the im¬ 
munity, arguing that police 
need a measure of protec¬ 
tion to do their job without 
looking over their shoulders. 
Lisa Soronen, executive 
director of the State and 
Local Legal Center, which 
advocates for local gov¬ 
ernments before the Su¬ 
preme Court, said qualified 
immunity is key to the finan¬ 
cial solvency of state and 
local governments which 
could otherwise be over¬ 
whelmed by lawsuits. 

Also, it's important for of¬ 
ficers to know they have 
some legal protection on 
the job, she said. 

"You don't want an officer 
hesitating," she said. 'They 
have to act in these hard 
situations." 

She said the doctrine has 
been under attack since 
it was targeted by a liber¬ 
tarian think tank, the Cato 
Institute. 

But she said changing a 
doctrine that has stood 
for decades could end up 
confusing the immunity is¬ 
sue rather than clarifying it. 
"Relaxing the idea may 
sound like a good idea, 
but where do you draw the 
line?" she asked. □ 
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Census faces challenges as it aims to hire up to 500,000 



In this Oct. 2, 2019 file photo, Joyce Dalbey, left, with the U.S. Census Bureau, talks to attendees 
at the Yuma Community Job & Education Fair inside the Yuma Civic Center about possible job 
opportunities with the federal agency, in Yuma, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


By M. SCHNEIDER and 
A. KASTANIS 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The 

U.S. Census Bureau said 
it has reached its gaal at 
recruiting more than 2.6 
million applicants for the 
once-a-decade head 
count that launched for 
most of America this week 
— but it has been a bumpy 
road getting there. 

The nation's abundance 
of jobs has complicated 
the effort, and some ru¬ 
ral areas — particularly in 
New England, Appalachia 
and some Rocky Mountain 
states — are falling behind 
recruitment goals as the 
agency works to hire up 
to a half-million temporary 
workers before May. Fall¬ 
ing short could threaten 
the count in some parts of 
the country, which in turn 
could lead to underrepre¬ 
sentation in Congress and 
less federal funding. 

An analysis by The Associ¬ 
ated Press shows how low 
unemployment has affect¬ 
ed the bureau's ability to 
attract workers, with urban 
counties, especially large 
ones, more likely to hit re¬ 
cruitment goals than rural 
areas. The bureau has yet 
to account for how hiring 
could be affected by novel 
coronavirus concerns. The 
virus may dampen workers' 
enthusiasm for going door 
to door, but it could also 
create a new application 
pool of workers who have 
been laid off. 

While the bureau has 
reached its recruiting goal 
nationally, hiring has var¬ 
ied widely from place to 
place. States with popula¬ 
tions concentrated in large 
metro areas — Georgia, 
Illinois, Maryland and Ne¬ 
vada — have overrecruit¬ 
ed. Mostly rural states with 
high numbers of older resi¬ 
dents — Vermont, Maine, 
New Hampshire and West 
Virginia — are well below 
recruitment goals. 

If the bureau can't find 
enough applicants in those 
areas, "it may have diffi¬ 
culty hiring enough staff to 
complete upcoming op¬ 
erations, leading to delays, 
increased costs and erod¬ 
ed data quality," J. Christo¬ 
pher Mihm of the Govern¬ 


ment Accountability Office 
said during a congressional 
hearing last month. 
"Recruitment and hiring 
success in one area may 
provide little advantage to 
an area where efforts are 
lagging," Mihm said. "The 
census, while a national ef¬ 
fort, is implemented locally 
in communities and neigh¬ 
borhoods across the coun¬ 
try." 

Most of the workers will be 
hired to knock on the doors 
of households whose resi¬ 
dents haven't responded 
by May to the census ei¬ 
ther online, by telephone 
or through the mail in what 
is the federal government's 
largest peacetime mobili¬ 
zation. The Census Bureau 
hopes to hire people from 
the areas they will be work¬ 
ing in because they know 
their communities best. 

In Vermont, part of the 
problem is the number of 
jobs. Its unemployment rate 
was just 2.4% at the end of 
2019. 

"Vermont is a rural, small 
state, and I know we have 
one of the lowest unem¬ 
ployment rotes in the na¬ 
tion," said state librarian 
Jason Broughton, who is 
chairing a committee on 
encouraging census par¬ 
ticipation. 'That plays a 
huge factor. A lot of people 
already are working two or 
three jobs, so everybody is 
already working." 

The extremes in recruit¬ 
ing can be found in Teton 


County, Wyoming — home 
of the Jackson Hole ski area 
— and Clayton County, 
Georgia, in metro Atlanta, 
home of the world's busiest 
airport. In Teton County, the 
Census Bureau reached 
below 17% of its recruit¬ 
ing goal as of Feb. 24. In 
Clayton County, home to 
Hartsfield-Jockson Atlanta 
International Airport, the 
bureau had recruited more 
than double its goal. 
Census Bureau officials in¬ 
sist there's no reason to be 
worried. As of the end of 
February, there were more 
than 22,500 temporary 
workers on the payroll, the 
bureau reported last week. 
On Thursday, more than 
a dozen Democratic U.S. 
lawmakers from New York 
asked the department 
overseeing the U.S. Cen¬ 
sus Bureau to extend the 
period for conducting 
the count because of the 
spreading coronavirus. An¬ 
other group of House mem¬ 
bers, as well as the agen¬ 
cy's own inspector general, 
asked for details on the 
Census Bureau's coronavi¬ 
rus plans. 

"We are particularly con¬ 
cerned about the impact 
on hord-to-count commu¬ 
nities, which the Census 
Bureau has acknowledged 
are more likely to respond 
to in-person census enu¬ 
merators, rather than to 
census forms completed by 
mail or online," said the let¬ 
ter from Democratic Reps. 


David Price, Jose Serrano, 
Carolyn Maloney and Ja¬ 
mie Raskin. 

The 2020 census started this 
week with the online ques¬ 
tionnaire going live, and it 
is supposed to end in July. 
In response to coronavirus 
concerns, the Census Bu¬ 
reau said this week, "It has 
never been easier to re¬ 
spond on your own, wheth¬ 
er online, over the phone or 
by mail — all without hav¬ 
ing to meet a census taker." 
Some advocates leading 
census outreach efforts 
on Friday worried that the 
coronavirus would lead 
some census takers to quit 
their jobs, said Jeri Green, 
2020 census senior advi¬ 
sor for the Notional Urban 
League. 

There are at least three re¬ 
cruits for every position in 
every part of the country, 
and in some parts, there 
are four or five applicants. 
Census Bureau Director 
Steven Dillingham told law¬ 
makers last month. 

"We are not behind," Dill¬ 
ingham said. 

The census helps determine 
the allocation of $1.5 trillion 
in federal spending and 
how many congressional 
seats each state gets. For 
the first time, the bureau is 
encouraging most people 
to fill out their forms online. 
Finding such a large, tem¬ 
porary workforce in the cur¬ 
rent labor market had been 
a formidable challenge, 
U.S. Commerce Secretary 


Wilbur Ross, whose depart¬ 
ment oversees the Census 
Bureau, testified before 
a Senate committee last 
week. But he said the bu¬ 
reau had reached out to 
college students, previous 
census-takers and private 
companies like Walmart 
that hove a large number 
of temporary workers. 

"I feel quite comfortable 
that we will accomplish 
what we need to," Ross 
said. 

After recruiting efforts hit 
a plateau last Decem¬ 
ber, the Census Bureau in¬ 
creased its hourly wages 
by around $1.50 in almost 
three-quarters of U.S. coun¬ 
ties. The hourly wages now 
range from $14 to almost 
$30 an hour, depending 
on the city, with workers in 
California, Chicago and 
the Northeast earning the 
most. 

U.S. Reps. Ayonna Pressley 
of Massachusetts and Deb 
Haalond of New Mexico 
told Census Bureau offi¬ 
cials last month that resi¬ 
dents had applied for jobs 
but never heard back. The 
two Democrats worried 
that recruiting and hiring 
problems would lead to 
undercounting of hard-to- 
count communities in their 
districts, which both hove 
large numbers of minority 
groups. 

That concern was echoed 
on a recent conference 
call the bureau hosted to 
answer questions about the 
2020 census. Several callers 
wanted to know why they 
hadn't heard anything af¬ 
ter they applied for a tem¬ 
porary job. 

The Census Bureau soys the 
bulk of the hiring wouldn't 
start until this month. Kaile 
Bower, the bureau official 
who led the conference 
call, urged callers to follow 
up by reaching out to their 
regional office. 

In New Mexico, the recruit¬ 
ing shortfall seems most 
drastic in Hispanic commu¬ 
nities and Indian country, 
Haalond said. 

"Those I would say large¬ 
ly are rural communities 
where the unemployment 
rate is higher, so I almost 
feel like that would be a 
great place to find peo¬ 
ple," she said.Q 







Lawyer: Man asleep when police 
fired on house, kiiiing him 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 
SILVER SPRING, Md. (AP) 

— A Maryland man was 
asleep in his bedroam 
when police opened fire 
from oufside his house, kill¬ 
ing him and wounding his 
girlfriend, on offorney for 
the 21-year-old man's fam¬ 
ily said Friday. 

The Montgomery County 
Police Department said in 
a news release Friday that 
Duncan Socrates Lemp 
"confronted" police and 
was shot by one of the of¬ 
ficers early Thursday. Rene 
Sandler, on attorney for 
Lemp's relatives, said an 
eyewitness gave a "com¬ 
pletely contrary" account 
of the shooting. She said 
police could have "abso¬ 
lutely no justification" for 
shooting Lemp based on 
what she has heard about 
the circumstances. 

"The facts as I understand 
them from eyewitnesses 
are incredibly concerning," 
she told The Associated 
Press. 


The warrant that police 
obtained to search the 
Potomac home Lemp 
shared with his parents and 
19-year-old brother doesn't 
mention any "imminent 
threat" to law enfarcement 
or the public, Lemp's rela¬ 
tives said in a statement re¬ 
leased Friday by their law¬ 
yers. Nobody in the house 
that morning had a crimi¬ 
nal record, the statement 
adds. "Any attempt by the 
police to shift responsibility 
onto Duncan ar his family, 
who were sleeping when 
the police fired shots into 
their home, is not support¬ 
ed by the facts," the state¬ 
ment says. 

A police department 
spokesman didn't immedi¬ 
ately respond to the state¬ 
ments by the family or their 
lawyer. 

The department's news re¬ 
lease an Friday says tac¬ 
tical unit members were 
serving a "high-risk" search 
warrant araund 4:30 a.m. 
when one of the unit's of¬ 
ficers fatally shat Lemp. 


Police detectives recov¬ 
ered three rifles and two 
handguns from the home. 
Lemp was prahibited from 
possessing firearms, palice 
said. 

"Detectives were following 
up on a complaint tram the 
public that Lemp, thaugh 
prohibited, was in posses¬ 
sion of firearms," the release 
says without elaborating. 
Sandler said the family be¬ 
lieves police fired gunshots, 
not a flashbang or other 
projectile, from outside the 
home, including through 
Lemp's bedroom window, 
while he and his girlfriend 
were sleeping. Nobady in 
the home heard any warn¬ 
ings or commands before 
police opened fire, she 
said. 

"There is no warrant or other 
justification that would ever 
allow for that unless there is 
an imminent threat, which 
there was not," Sandler 
said. 

The palice department's 
news release says the "facts 
and circumstances at the 


Police: Gov. candidate in room 
where crystal meth was found 



In this Nov. 10, 2018 file photo, Andrew Gillum the Democrat 
candidate for governor speaks at a news conference in 
Tallahassee, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By CURT ANDERSON 
Associated Press 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
(AP) — Former Florida 
Democratic candidate 
for governor Andrew Gil¬ 
lum is named in a police 
report Friday saying he 
was “inebriated" and ini¬ 
tially unresponsive in a ho¬ 
tel room where authorities 
found baggies of suspect¬ 
ed crystal methamphet- 
amine. 

Gillum, the former Talla¬ 
hassee mayor who ran 
for governor in 2018, is not 
charged with any crime. 
The Miami Beach police 
report says Gillum was al¬ 
lowed to leave the hotel 
for home after he was 
checked out medically. 
Gillum, 40, said in a state¬ 
ment that he was in Miami 
Beach for a wedding and 
did not use illegal drugs. 
“While I had too much to 
drink, I want to be clear 
that I have never used 


methamphetamines," 
Gillum said. “I apologize 
to the people of Florida 
for the distraction this has 
caused for our move¬ 
ment.” 

According to police, fire 
rescue crews were called 
to the Miami Beach hotel 
around 1 a.m. Friday re¬ 
garding a suspected drug 
overdose. Police say Gil¬ 


lum and two other men 
were in the hotel room. 
“Mr. Gillum was unable to 
communicate due to his 
inebriated state,” the po¬ 
lice report says. 

Police say one of the men 
came into the hotel room 
and found Gillum and Tra¬ 
vis Dyson, 30, apparently 
under the influence of an 
“unknown substance. ”□ 
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This 2019 photo shows Duncan Lemp in Venice, italy. 

Associated Press 


encounter" are still under 
investigation. Prosecutors 
from neighboring Howard 
County will review the evi¬ 
dence at the conclusion of 
the investigation. 

"An established agreement 
between the Montgomery 
County State's Attorney's 
Office and the Howard 
County State's Attorney's 
Office stipulates that when 
an officer-involved shoot¬ 
ing involving injury or death 
occurs in one county, the 
other county's State's Attor¬ 
ney's Office will review the 
event," police said. 

Lemp was Caucasian, ac¬ 
cording to Sandler. She 
did not know the race of 
the unidentified officer in¬ 
volved in the shooting be¬ 
cause she said the officers 
were wearing masks. The 
officer was placed on ad¬ 
ministrative leave, a stan¬ 
dard procedure after po¬ 
lice shootings. 

Sandler said Lemp's grief- 
stricken family is trauma¬ 
tized. Their statement says 
they intend to "hold each 
and every person respon¬ 
sible for his death." 

"We believe that the body 


camera footage and oth¬ 
er forensic evidence from 
this event will support what 
Duncan's family already 
knows, that he was mur¬ 
dered," the statement says. 
Lemp worked as a software 
developer and was trying 
to raise money for a startup 
company, according to 
friends and co-workers. 

"He was a talented, smart 
guy. Super nice. Didn't 
deserve to get shot," said 
Samuel Reid, whose Ca¬ 
nadian software company 
employed Lemp as an in¬ 
dependent contractor. 
Tsolmondorj Notsagdorj, 
24, of Fairfax, Virginia, said 
he met Lemp in 2016 and 
bonded with him over 
their shared interest in 
cryptocurrency. They also 
talked about politics. He 
described Lemp os a lib¬ 
ertarian who frequented 
the 4chan and Reddit mes¬ 
sage boards, sites popular 
with internet trolls. 

"Duncan was a young guy 
with a bright future as an 
entrepreneur," Natsag- 
dorj said. "We was working 
on things to change the 
world."□ 
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Accused of abusing 349 children, French surgeon faces frial 



Exterior view of the Courthouse on the opening day of the trial "behind closed doors" of retired 
French surgeon Joel Le Scouarnec in Saintes, western France, Friday, March 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By NICOLAS VAUX-MON- 
TAGNY 

Associated Press 
SAINTES, France (AP) — A 

retired surgeon accused of 
sexually abusing as many 
as 349 young children over 
decades - primarily his 
patients, in their hospital 
rooms — is facing justice at 
last, in the Vv'orst such case 
to come to light in France. 
The trial that began Friday 
in the Vv'estern city of Saint¬ 
es is only the beginning, 
however. 

It concerns four people al¬ 
legedly targeted by Joel 
Le Scouarnec, 69, including 
two of his nieces. Other le¬ 
gal complaints against the 
doctor have piled up since 
the original investigation 
wrapped up, and prosecu¬ 
tors are preparing further 
action after this trial. 

In a pinched, quiet voice, 
Le Scouarnec identified 
himself to the judge as the 
proceedings opened. His 
face held a closed, emo¬ 
tionless expression. 

The judge then decided 
to close the proceedings 
to the public, exception¬ 
ally, at the request of de¬ 
fense lawyers who said Le 
Scouarnec would speak 
more freely that way. Some 
families of victims protested 
the move, saying the pub¬ 
lic should hear what the 
doctor had done. 

The first case reached in¬ 
vestigators in 2017, when 
a 6-year-old neighbor told 
her mother that Le Scouar¬ 
nec exposed himself and 
molested her across the 


fence between their prop¬ 
erties. 

In searching Le Scouarnec's 
home, investigators uncov¬ 
ered more than 300,000 
images of child and other 
pornography — as well as 
extensive notebooks where 
the surgeon detailed sex¬ 
ual violence against both 
girls and boys from 1989 to 
2017. Next to each child's 
name were comments on 
the nature of the sexual 
acts inflicted, according to 
investigators. 

Le Scouarnec admitted to 
police that he had "already 
acted out" with children, in¬ 
cluding his nieces. He said 
he set limits for himself, and 
denied any full penetra¬ 
tion. He claimed his diaries 


included an element of 
fantasy. 

Le Scouarnec’s lawyer 
Thibault Kurzawa said Fri¬ 
day the doctor "intends to 
explain himself freely" to 
the court. 

The regional prosecutor, 
Laureline Peyrefitte, told 
a news conference in De¬ 
cember that the number 
of "potential victims of Le 
Scouarnec’s actions" had 
reached 349 by that point. 
Gendarmes questioned 
229 of the people named in 
the notebooks, and by this 
month, 200 had filed formal 
complaints, the prosecu¬ 
tor’s office told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. Many incidents 
occurred too long ago to 
prosecute, however. 


Investigators say that un¬ 
der cover of medical acts, 
the doctor sexually took 
advantage of children as 
soon as they were alone in 
the hospital room. They say 
his strategy was to pass off 
sexual violence as a profes¬ 
sional gesture, and to tar¬ 
get patients so young they 
might not remember or 
understand what was hap¬ 
pening. 

He also targeted older chil¬ 
dren in the operating room, 
when they were asleep or 
under anesthesia, accord¬ 
ing to his diaries. 

With victims so young, or 
unconscious, Le Scouarnec 
was able to act without 
aggression or threats, pros¬ 
ecutors say. And so many 


years later, there is no way 
to trace for sperm or DNA. 
Critics ask why nothing 
came out before. The sur¬ 
geon had already been 
sentenced in 2005 to a 
four-month suspended pris¬ 
on sentence for possession 
and importation of a child 
pornographic image. 

The trial opening Friday 
concerns the neighbor, two 
nieces, and a child who 
was hospitalized at age 4 
for acute pancreatitis in the 
establishment where the 
surgeon practiced. 

The father of the young 
neighbor told reporters Fri¬ 
day that she had wanted 
to come to the trial. "Our 
daughter wanted to come 
and tell him he was mean. 
She is waiting for answers. 
She is crying, she knows 
what’s going on today," he 
said. The Associated Press is 
not publishing the father’s 
name to protect the girl’s 
identity. 

The father said that during 
Friday's trial, Le Scouarnec 
"did not look at the victims. 
When I looked him in the 
eye, he looked down." 

Le Scouarnec faces up to 
20 years in prison if con¬ 
victed. Recent investiga¬ 
tions have determined that 
Scouarnec rubbed shoul¬ 
ders with two other doctors 
who have been convicted 
of similar sexual abuse of 
children, one in the western 
region of Brittany, where 
the trial is being held, and 
another in the the south¬ 
western town of Jonzac 
where he later moved. □ 


Greece’s first female president is sworn in 


By ELENA BECATOROS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) 

— Greece’s first female 
president, a former high 
court judge, was formally 
sworn in to office Friday, 
nearly two months after 
the country’s parliament 
voted overwhelmingly to 
elect her. The swearing- 
in ceremony for Katerina 
Sakellaropoulou, 63, took 
place in an almost emp¬ 
ty parliament, as part of 
measures to prevent the 
spread of the new corona- 
virus. Only a handful of offi¬ 
cials and a limited number 


of journalists were present. 
Greece has shut down 
schools, universities, cin¬ 
emas, theaters, gyms and 
nightclubs, and authori¬ 
ties have warned people 
to stay home and avoid 
large gatherings in an ef¬ 
fort to contain the out¬ 
break. The country so far 
has 117 confirmed cases 
and one death. The cere¬ 
mony was being covered 
live on state television. 
After the swearing-in, Sake¬ 
llaropoulou lay a wreath at 
the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier in the square out¬ 
side parliament, before a 



Newly elected Greek President Katerina Sakellaropoulou 
takes an oath during the swearing in ceremony at the Greek 
Parliament in Athens, on Friday, March 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


presidential honor guard. 
Despite the warnings 
about the virus, a small 
crowd gathered to watch, 
standing behind a security 
cordon across the street.In 
a brief speech at the presi¬ 
dential palace, Sakellaro¬ 
poulou spoke of the battle 
against the coronavirus 
and the recent migration 
crisis as the country’s two 
main challenges. Greece 
must continue to adhere 
to its democratic princi¬ 
ples and the state of law, 
moving toward "a future 
of prosperity that will have 
room for us all," she said. □ 
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UK departs from Europe in virus response, draws criticism 



A man covers his face with a football scarf os he waifs af a fube sfafion in London, Friday, March 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) —The United 
Kingdom stood increasing¬ 
ly opart Friday os countries 
across Europe and around 
the worid shut schoois and 
universities, scrapped sports 
tournaments and shuttered 
bars and restaurants in re¬ 
sponse to the new corona- 
virus. 

The British government has 
not restricted the everyday 
activities of U.K. residents by 
banning large public gath¬ 
erings or suspending transit 
networks. More than 60,000 
horse-racing fans packed 
a course in Engiand on Fri¬ 
day for the final day of the 
Cheltenham Festival, one 
of the few sporting events 
in Europe still taking place. 
Pupils in Northern ireland 
attended ciasses as usuai 
at St. Coiumban's primary 
school in the village of Bel- 
coo. Yet a little more than 2 
miles (3.2 km) away, across 
the border in the irish Re¬ 
public, the local St. Patrick's 
school was closed. So was 
every other school and all 
the colleges, daycare cen¬ 
ters and cultural institutions 
in Ireiand. British Prime Min¬ 
ister Boris Johnson has de¬ 
scribed the worldwide pan¬ 
demic as "the worst public 
health crisis for a genera¬ 
tion." He warned Thursday 
that "many more families 
are going to lose loved 
ones before their time." 

Yet U.K. authorities have not 
introduced the strict "so- 
ciai distancing" measures 
adopted by neighboring 
nations. Britons are being 
urged to wash hands fre¬ 
quently and asked to stay 
home for a week if they 
have a persistent cough 


13 , 2020 . 

or a fever. As of Friday, the 
U.K. had 798 confirmed 
cases of the new virus, an 
increase of more than 200 
from a day eariier. Ten peo¬ 
ple have died. 

Britain's strategy is based 
on the presumption that 
most people in the coun¬ 
try wili eventuaily get the 
virus, and severe measures 
to contain it are unlikeiy to 
work. 

Patrick Vailance, the British 
government's chief scientif¬ 
ic adviser, said the U.K. was 
"about four weeks or so be¬ 
hind italy," where more than 
15,000 infections and more 
than 1,000 deaths were re¬ 
corded in only three weeks. 
As more people become 
infected in Engiand, Scot¬ 
land, Woles and Northern 
Ireland, growing criticism 
of the government's ap¬ 
proach is coming from 
Johnson's politicai oppo¬ 
nents, from some scientists, 
and from an increasingly 


worried population. 

"I think we ore in a notionoi 
emergency," said former 
Health Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt, who like Johnson is a 
Conservative politician. 

"I think it is surprising and 
concerning that we're not 
doing any (social distanc¬ 
ing) at all when we have 
just four weeks before we 
get to the stage that Italy 
is at," Hunt told the BBC. 
"You would have thought 
that every single thing we 
do in that four weeks would 
be designed to slow the 
spread of people catching 
the virus." 

British officials insist they ore 
trying to slow the spread 
of COVID-19 disease, thus 
lessening chances the 
heoith system wiil be over¬ 
whelmed by o sudden 
spike. 

But in contrast to many 
other countries, Britain has 
calculated that enforcing 
social distancing too soon 


Associated Press 

would be counterproduc¬ 
tive because people will 
tire of the restrictions and 
start to lapse just when 
the measures ore needed 
most. 

In most people, the virus 
causes mild or moderate 
symptoms such os o fever 
or cough. But for some, es¬ 
pecially older adults and 
people with existing health 
problems, it con cause 
more severe illness, includ¬ 
ing pneumonia. 

If most people become in¬ 
fected and then recover, 
it builds up "herd immunity" 
in the popuiotion, iessening 
the impact of future out¬ 
breaks. 

Woridwide, 135,000 peopie 
hove been infected and 
nearly 5,000 hove died, but 
hoif of those who hod the 
virus hove oireody recov¬ 
ered. 

"Our aim is to try and re¬ 
duce the peak, broaden 
the peak, not suppress it 


compietely," Voilonce said 
Friday. "Aiso, because the 
vast majority of people 
get o mild illness, to build 
up some kind of herd im¬ 
munity so more people ore 
immune to this disease and 
we reduce the transmis¬ 
sion, at the some time we 
protect those who ore most 
vulnerobie to it." 

To some anxious Britons 
that sounds callous, os if 
the government intends to 
let some individuals get sick 
and die in order to strength¬ 
en society. The front pages 
of most British newspapers 
carried stork summaries 
Friday of Johnson's warn¬ 
ing the day before: "Many 
ioved ones wiil die," was the 
Doily Moil's headline. 
Scientists soy o pandemic 
iike the current one brings 
with it difficult choices and 
tough judgment colls. 
Thomas House, o reader in 
mothemoticoi statistics at 
the University of Manches¬ 
ter, said that "whether we 
aim for it or not, herd im¬ 
munity wiil happen at some 
point in the future" once the 
new virus has run its course. 
"The aim of policy should 
be for this to happen with 
the minimum human cost 
possible," he said. 

Whatever the government 
advises, the virus has oi- 
reody hod o major impact 
in Britain. Soccer's Premier 
League conceied matches 
until April 3. Some universi¬ 
ties ore moving classes on¬ 
line. Commuters con get 
rush-hour seats on the Lon¬ 
don Underground os more 
people work from home. 
Hotels, shops and restau¬ 
rants report business drop¬ 
ping off os tourists concei 
their trips.Q 
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In role reversal, Asia seeks to stop virus from coming in 


called the moves an unso- moderate symptoms, such from Italy, tour of whom 
phisticated reaction by no- os fever and cough. Some, hod contracted the virus, 
tions with inept quarantine especially older adults and They allegedly took cold 



In this March 12, 2020, photo, travelers walk out from the international arrival exit at the Capital 
International Airport terminal 3 in Beijing. 

Associated Press 


By KEN MORITSUGU and 
KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — From quar¬ 
antining travelers from 
overseas to nabbing those 
sneaking in with fevers, Chi¬ 
na and other parts of Asia 
are scrambling to prevent 
the new coronavirus from 
coming bock to where it 
first broke out. 

Just as the spread of the dis¬ 
ease is stabilizing in much 
of Asia, following a major 
outbreak in China and siz¬ 
able ones in South Korea 
and Japan, it is popping up 
in new hot spots around the 
world. 

Those three countries an¬ 
nounced expanded bor¬ 
der controls this week that 
mimic many of the bans 
and restrictions placed 
on China in the early days 
of the outbreak. China, 
which didn't have enough 
protective equipment for 
its medical workers a few 
weeks ago, is now donat¬ 
ing supplies to Italy, Iran, 
South Korea and other af¬ 
fected places. 

The outbreak is far from over 
in Asia and could well ex¬ 
plode again when restric¬ 
tions put in place to stymie 
it are lifted. But the panic 
that seized the region has 
shifted to the Mideast, Eu¬ 
rope and the Americas as 
those areas deal with the 
rapid spread of the virus for 
the first time. 

China reported Friday just 
eight new cases of the vi¬ 
rus in the previous 24 hours, 
and three were imported 
from Italy, the United States 
and the United Kingdom. 
The number has dropped 
sharply from a month ago, 
when the daily figure was 
in the thousands. Nearly 90 
imported cases have been 
identified in recent weeks. 
National Health Commis¬ 
sion spokesman Mi Feng 
said this week that the peak 
of outbreak has passed in 
China, but that "the fast de¬ 
velopment of the epidemic 
overseas has introduced 
uncertainties." 

Just a week ago. South Ko¬ 
rea was complaining about 
a global scurry to block or 
restrict visitors coming from 
the country. Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Kang Kyung-wha, in a 
rare moment of bluntness. 


abilities. Now, as new infec¬ 
tions have eased at home. 
South Korea is stepping up 
border controls to prevent 
the virus from being rein¬ 
troduced by travelers from 
overseas. 

Starting Sunday, the coun¬ 
try will extend special 
screening measures to pas¬ 
sengers from France, Ger¬ 
many, Spain, Britain and 
the Netherlands, as well as 
those who have stopped in 
Dubai and Moscow in the 
previous two weeks. 

Besides having their tem¬ 
perature checked and 
filling out health question¬ 
naires, they will download 
a smartphone app to re¬ 
port their health status daily 
to authorities. The screen¬ 
ing already applied to visi¬ 
tors from mainland China, 
Hong Kong, Macao, Japan, 
Italy and Iran. South Korea 
also bans people coming 
from Hubei, the province in 
China with by far the most 
infections and deaths. For 
most people, the new coro¬ 
navirus causes only mild or 


those with existing health 
problems, develop more 
severe illnesses such as 
pneumonia. 

The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus. 
According to the World 
Health Organization, peo¬ 
ple with mild illness recover 
in about two weeks, while 
those with more severe ill¬ 
ness may take three to six 
weeks to recover. 

Beijing, which has identified 
18 imported cases in the 
past week, announced it 
would require anyone arriv¬ 
ing from overseas to quar¬ 
antine for 14 days. Previ¬ 
ously, only those from plac¬ 
es with serious outbreaks 
had to do so. Shanghai, 
with eight imported cases 
confirmed so far, said late 
Thursday that people com¬ 
ing from Italy, France, Ger¬ 
many, Spain, Iran, South 
Korea, Japan and the 
U.S. would have to do the 
same. 

Police in Beijing say they 
are investigating a family of 
eight that returned home 


medicine to lower their 
fevers and falsified their 
health declaration forms, 
police said. 

The case is one of at least 
three in China under inves¬ 
tigation. South of Shang¬ 
hai in Zhejiang province, 
six people who worked in 
a restaurant in Italy and 
developed coughs, head¬ 
aches and fevers before 
returning are under investi¬ 
gation for failing to report 
their health condition when 
entering China, according 
to Chinese media reports. 

In the north, the Epidemic 
Prevention and Control 
Center in Zhengzhou city 
said a 30-year-old con¬ 
struction worker who had 
traveled to Milan via Abu 
Dhabi falsely reported his 
foreign travels. It didn’t 
specify how he did so. He 
has been put in isolation 
with a fever and police are 
investigating. 

China has begun evacu¬ 
ating its citizens from one 
virus-hit country, Iran, echo¬ 
ing earlier flights organized 


by other nations to bring 
back their nationals from 
Wuhan, the capital of Hu¬ 
bei province, after China 
cut off commercial air and 
rail service in a lockdown 
of the region to restrict the 
spread of the virus. 

A charter flight with 164 
passengers arrived in the 
city of Chengdu this week, 
following two flights bring¬ 
ing back 311 Chinese citi¬ 
zens to the city of Lanzhou 
in Gansu province last 
week. The earlier flights led 
to a spike in new cases, 
with Gansu reporting 36 
imported ones since they 
landed. 

"We will ... take all neces¬ 
sary measures to ensure the 
safety and legitimate rights 
and interests of overseas 
Chinese citizens," Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Geng 
Shuang said this week. 
China has dispatched 
medical teams to Iran, Iraq 
and Italy and said it would 
contribute $20 million to 
the World Health Organi¬ 
zation in support of its ef¬ 
forts to combat the virus. A 
nine-person medical team 
with nine cargo pallets of 
equipment including lung 
ventilators arrived in Rome 
on Thursday night. 

China, which bristled at a 
blanket U.S. ban imposed 
on non-citizens arriving 
from China, has chosen to 
quarantine people rather 
than ban anyone. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump has ex¬ 
panded that ban to several 
European countries, draw¬ 
ing sharp criticism from the 
European Union. 

Japan’s moves to con¬ 
trol the epidemic struck a 
raw nerve in South Korea, 
where resentment persists 
over Japan’s colonization 
of the Korean Peninsula in 
the first half of the 20th cen¬ 
tury. 

After Japan imposed a 14- 
day quarantine on visitors 
from South Korea and Chi¬ 
na, South Korea responded 
by ending visa-free entry 
for Japanese citizens and 
putting them under spe¬ 
cial screening measures at 
points of entry. 

South Korea has con¬ 
firmed about 8,000 cases, 
the fourth highest in the 
world after China, Italy and 
Iran.Q 
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Religious services curbed across Mideast over virus fears 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Reli¬ 
gious authorities cancelled 
or limited weekly prayer 
gatherings across the Mid¬ 
dle East on Friday to help 
prevent the spread of the 
new coronavirus as they 
encouraged the faithful to 
pray for those afflicted by 
the global pandemic. 

Iran, which is mired in the 
worst outbreakin the region, 
meanwhile announced an¬ 
other 85 deaths, pushing its 
total number of fatalities to 
514 amid 11,364 confirmed 
cases. The real number of 
cases might be even high¬ 
er, as questions have been 
raised about authorities' 
transparency. 

Sudan reported its first 
case, a man in his 50s who 
died Thursday after return¬ 
ing from a recent visit to 
the United Arab Emirates. 
The east African country is 
in disarray after the over¬ 
throw of President Omar 
al-Bashir last year, and its 
infrastructure has suffered 
from decades of sanctions. 
Christian, Muslim and Jew¬ 
ish leaders in Jerusalem 
said services would con¬ 
tinue to be held in the Holy 
Land but moved to limit in¬ 
door gatherings after the 
Israeli Health Ministry said 
they should not exceed 100 
people. 

At the Western Wall in Jeru¬ 
salem, the holiest site where 
Jews can pray, authorities 
limited entrance to en¬ 
closed areas. But the West¬ 
ern Wall Heritage Founda¬ 
tion, which oversees the 
site, said there would be 
no restrictions in the main 
plaza as it is a "wide, open 
space." 

In recent days the foun¬ 
dation has encouraged 
people to join in special 
prayers for victims of the 
virus, which has infected 
more than 130,000 people 
worldwide and caused 
more than 5,000 deaths. 
Israel's chief Sephardic 
rabbi, Yitzhak Yosef, mean¬ 
while urged people to stop 
visiting the Western Wall, 
cancel mass prayers and 
pray near their homes "until 
the wrath passes and mer¬ 
cy comes from heaven." 
For most people, the coro¬ 
navirus causes only mild 


or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough. 
For some, especially older 
adults and people with 
existing health problems, it 


can cause more severe ill¬ 
ness, including pneumonia. 
The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus 
and the COVID-19 illness it 
causes. 

But the rapid spread of the 
virus has caused worldwide 
alarm, tanking financial 
markets, disrupting travel 
and leading to large-scale 
shutdowns in some areas. 
Some 10,000 Muslim wor¬ 
shippers attended Friday 
prayers at the Al-Aqsa 
mosque compound in Is¬ 
raeli-annexed east Jerusa¬ 
lem, according to Sheikh 
Omar Kiswani, the direc¬ 
tor of the mosque. Most 
prayed in outdoor court¬ 
yards, heeding the advice 
of Muslim officials who 
warned against crowding 
inside the mosques them¬ 
selves. 

A short, 13-minute sermon 
was devoted to raising 
awareness on how to pre¬ 
vent the spread of the virus. 
The site is the third holiest 
in Islam and the holiest for 
Jews because it was the 
location of the Jewish tem¬ 
ples in antiquity. 

The Latin Patriarchate in Je¬ 
rusalem called on church¬ 
es to enforce the Health 


Ministry's guidelines, includ¬ 
ing with Sunday services. 
It invited everyone to pray 
for "those directly and indi¬ 
rectly affected by this ma¬ 


levolence." 

Hard-hit Iran has already 
cancelled Friday prayers 
in major cities, and on Fri¬ 
day Kuwait said all public 
prayers would be can¬ 
celled until further notice. 
Egypt ordered all mosques 
to limit Friday prayers, in¬ 
cluding the weekly sermon, 
to no more than 15 min¬ 
utes. The prayers usually last 
around an hour. 

Iraq, which has reported 
more than 93 confirmed 
cases of coronavirus and 
nine deaths so far, has 
scrapped Friday prayers 
in the Shiite holy city of 
Karbala. Iraq's most influen¬ 
tial Shiite cleric. Ayatollah 
Ali al-Sistani, whose Friday 
sermon from Karbala pro¬ 
vides guidance for millions, 
last week urged people to 
abide by a ban on mass 
prayers. 

In Lebanon, Friday prayers 
have been temporar¬ 
ily suspended in all Shiite 
mosques. The country's top 
Sunni authority has said it is 
forbidden for anyone with 
a contagious disease to at¬ 
tend prayers and has urged 
elderly people and others 
at risk to pray at home. 
Sayyed Hasson, the leader 


of Lebanon's militant Hez¬ 
bollah, said in a speech fo¬ 
cused on the virus that his 
Iran-backed group would 
put all its paramedics and 


medical capabilities at 
the service of the country's 
health ministry. 

"We should consider our¬ 
selves at war" against the 
virus, he said. 

Even in the Gaza Strip, 
which has been under an 
Israeli and Egyptian block¬ 
ade since the Palestin¬ 
ian militant group Hamas 
seized power in 2007, and 
which has no reported 
cases, many mosques kept 
prayers to 15 minutes and 
urged worshippers to take 
precautions. 

The moves to limit prayers 
come on the heels of sever¬ 
al cancellations of sporting 
events, conferences and 
other gatherings world¬ 
wide. 

Dubai announced that a 
major horse race planned 
for March 28 would be 
held without spectators. 
The Dubai World Cup is 
the world's richest purse for 
horse racing, with a $12 mil¬ 
lion prize last year. 

Bahrain indefinitely post¬ 
poned its Formula One 
Grand Prix motor race, 
which had been sched¬ 
uled to take place later this 
month. 

The Gulf monarchy also re¬ 


leased nearly 1,500 prison¬ 
ers, around 900 of whom 
were pardoned. The move 
appeared aimed at pre¬ 
venting the virus from 
spreading inside detention 
facilities. It wasn't immedi¬ 
ately clear if those released 
included opposition activ¬ 
ists detained as part of Bah¬ 
rain's yearslong crackdown 
on all dissent. 

Tiny, energy-rich Qatar shut 
down all cinemas, theaters, 
museums, children's play 
areas, gyms and wedding 
halls overnight. 

Pakistan announced that 
all schools, colleges, univer¬ 
sities and seminaries would 
be closed until April 5. It 
also postponed an annual 
military parade. Pakistan 
has had 28 people test pos¬ 
itive, including seven near 
the border with Iran, where 
some 4,000 people return¬ 
ing from Iran have been 
quarantined. 

In Iran, state-run TV an¬ 
nounced that Ali Akbar Ve- 
layati was quarantined at 
home after testing positive 
for the virus. He is a close 
adviser to Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, Iran's 80-year- 
old supreme leader. 

The outbreak has reached 
Iran's top officials, with its 
senior vice president. Cabi¬ 
net ministers, members of 
parliament. Revolution¬ 
ary Guard members and 
Health Ministry officials 
among those infected. 

In Israel, concerns about 
the virus may lead to a 
brief respite from the year¬ 
long political deadlock be¬ 
tween Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu and his 
main rival, former military 
chief Benny Gantz, after 
three inconclusive elec¬ 
tions. 

Netanyahu, who is set to 
face trial on corruption al¬ 
legations next week, has 
called for an emergency 
national government to 
combat the pandemic, 
and Gantz has said he is 
open to the idea. They are 
expected to hold talks in 
the coming days. 

Israel has reported more 
than 100 cases, with the 
numbers ticking up in re¬ 
cent days despite a num¬ 
ber of tough measures tak¬ 
en in recent weeks to slow 
the spread of the virus.Q 



A firefighter disinfects a square against the new coronavirus, in western Tehran, iran, Friday, March 
13 , 2020 . 

Associated Press 
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Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro gives a press conference 
at the Miraflores Presidential Palace in Caracas, Venezuela, 
Thursday, March 12, 2020. 

Associated Press 

US sanctions Russian firm 
targeting Venezuela's Maduro 


Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— The Trump administration 
on Thursday hit a second 
subsidiary of the Russia's 
state-controlled Rosneft Oil 
Company with financial 
sanctions aimed at forcing 
Venezuela's socialist Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro from 
power. 

Officials blacklisted TNK 
Trading International, say¬ 
ing it brokered the sales 
and transport of large 
amounts of sanctioned 
Venezuelan oil, propping 
up Maduro's illegitimate 
government. 

This measure follows U.S. 
sanctions a month ear¬ 
lier against Rosneft Trad¬ 


ing S.A. on similar claims. 
"The Trump Administration 
remains committed to tar¬ 
geting those who support 
the corrupt regime's ex¬ 
ploitation of Venezuela's oil 
assets," U.S. Treasury Secre¬ 
tary Steven T. Mnuchin said 
in a statement. 

The U.S. was first among 
nearly 60 nations to rec¬ 
ognize opposition leader 
Juan Guaido a year ago as 
Venezuela's rightful leader. 
The international coalition 
considers Maduro illegiti¬ 
mate after 2018 elections 
widely deemed fraudulent 
because the most popu¬ 
lar opposition candidates 
were banned from running 
against him. □ 



In this Aug. 20, 2019 file photo, former Honduran first lady Rosa 
Elena Bonilla de Lobo leaves court after her conviction on 
corruption charges in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 

Associated Press 

Honduras court overturns 58- 
year sentence for ex-first lady 


Associated Press 
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — Honduras' Supreme 
Court has overturned a 
58-year prisan sentence 
against former first lady 
Rosa Elena Banilla and ar- 
dered a new trial for her. 
Court spokesman Melvin 
Duarte said Friday the sen¬ 
tence was overturned be¬ 
cause of procedural and 


other errors during the first 
trial. In September, a lower 
court had convicted Bo¬ 
nilla of embezzling about 
$600,000 in government 
money between 2010 and 
2014, when her husband 
Porfirio Laba was president. 
The case was ariginally 
draught by the Organiza¬ 
tion of American States' 
anti-corruption mission. □ 


Brazil's President Bolsonaro tests 
negative for coronavirus 



In this handout photo released by Brazil's Presidential Press Office, Brazilian Health Minister 
Luiz Henrique Mandetta, left, and President Jair Bolsonaro, wear masks as they speak about 
the new coronavirus during a Facebook Live transmission, in Brasilia, Brazil, Thursday, March 
12 , 2020 . 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BILLER 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Brazil's President Jair Bol¬ 
sonaro has tested nega¬ 
tive for the new corona¬ 
virus, according to a post 
Friday on his official Face- 
book profile. 

Concern about Bolson- 
aro's exposure to virus — 
and passibly that at U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
— had grawn after can- 
firmatian that the Brazilian 
leader's communicatians 
director tested positive. 
The senior official had 
joined Bolsonaro just days 
earlier at a meeting with 
Trump and senior aides in 
Florida. 

There had been a swirl 
at confusing information 
earlier Friday, with a same 
media reporting Bolson¬ 
aro had received an ini¬ 
tial pasitive test result. But 
the president's official so¬ 
cial media account later 
said tests were negative, 
and also posted a photo 
of Bolsonaro making an 
offensive arm gesture to 
reporters earlier this year. 
"Dan't believe the fake 
news media!" he wrate in 
a subsequent post. 
Bolsonaro's meeting this 
week at Trump's Mar-a- 
Lago resort also included 
Trump's daughter Ivanka 
Trump, son-in-law Jared 
Kushner, Brazil's Foreign 
Minister Ernesto Araujo 


and Balsanaro's son Edu¬ 
ardo, who is a federal 
lawmaker, among oth¬ 
ers. Vice President Mike 
Pence and Trump's per¬ 
sonal lawyer Rudy Giuliani 
also went to Mar-a-Lago 
that evening. 

This week, Bolsonaro told 
a group in Florida that he 
believed mainstream me¬ 
dia was exaggerating the 
virus' severity. He reversed 
course Thursday, wear¬ 
ing a face mask on a live 
transmission on Facebook 
from the capital, Brasilia. 
On a televised address 
later, he said the World 
Health Organization "re¬ 
sponsibly" characterized 
the virus as a pandemic, 
and tried to dissuade sup- 
parters from turning out 
for mass demonstratians 
scheduled far March 15. 
The rallies "demonstrate 
the maturity at aur presi¬ 
dential democracy and 
are evident expressions 
of our liberty. They need, 
however, to be rethought 
in the face of these facts. 
Our health and that of 
our families must be pre¬ 
served," Balsanaro said. 
Bolsonara's health has 
been a facus since a 2018 
stabbing on the cam¬ 
paign trail. Since the as¬ 
sassination attempt, he 
has already undergone 
four surgeries with a fifth 
one upcoming. In De¬ 
cember, he was taken 


to the hospital after slip¬ 
ping in the bathraam at 
the presidential residence 
and banging his head. 

For most people, the 
new coronavirus causes 
only mild or moderate 
symptoms, such as fever 
and cough. For some, 
especially older adults 
and peaple with existing 
health prablems, it can 
cause more severe illness, 
including pneumonia. 

The vast majority of peo¬ 
ple recover from the new 
virus. 

According to the World 
Health Organization, 
people with mild illness 
recover in about two 
weeks, while those with 
more severe illness may 
take three to six weeks to 
recover. In mainland Chi¬ 
na, where the virus first ex¬ 
ploded, more than 80,000 
peaple have been diag¬ 
nosed and about 60,000 
have so far recovered. 
Brazil currently has 98 
confirmed diagnoses of 
the virus, but no reported 
deaths, and is monitor¬ 
ing more than 1,400 pas¬ 
sible cases. On Wednes¬ 
day, the gavernor of the 
Brazilian district that in¬ 
cludes Brasilia enacted 
a five-day suspensian at 
all classes, concerts and 
sporting events that gath¬ 
er more than 100 people 
in an effort to contain the 
virus' spread.□ 
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Azure Beach Residences The Villas: 


Your Own Beach Villa with a Backyard of Green Tranquility 



EAGLE BEACH — Sometimes everything comes together. You’re looking for this 
special family place while vacationing or you are a local resident who wishes a se¬ 
cure and comfortable house within a serviced residence to enjoy your retirement. 
You’d aiso iike to make an investment that brings you a profit and at the same time 
you want to deal with a trustworthy and secure company. Azure Beach Residences 
has aii of the above under one roof. New offering by the successful Pering Group: 
The Villas. 


Developer Pering Group's quality is already visible with Azure Beach Residences 
(sold tor 90 % already) at Eagle Beach and Harbour House Condominiums (sales 
going beyond expectations) in Oranjestad. Now their newest product is The Villas 
with the same formula: a quality product for a good price, a trustworthy developer 
and a prime location. Take a look at this hot opportunity: only six fantastic villas on 
the border of a bird sanctuary and opposite the white-sand Eagle Beach. 

The Villas are designed in modern architecture with panoramic windows where 
the green environment from the bird sanctuary (Bubali Plas) can flow freely inside. 
That is the feel you get with the Azure Villas. Just behind the condominium towers 
we have found this quiet space where you can have your family's second home 
or enjoy your well-deserved retirement. Big benefit: you will not only have a villa 
with four bedrooms and three bathrooms, but also an option for an annex that has 
one bedroom and one bathroom which can be rented out to cover your villa's 
expenses. Your own private pool is optional too. 

A private house within the frame of a residence 

Picture this: in the morning the kids are playing in their rooms while you take your 
coffee outside to the patio to enjoy the birds singing in the lush greens that sur¬ 
round you. After breakfast you gather your stuff to walk to the residence pools or 
cross the street to jump into the Caribbean Sea. This is no movie, this is for real. You 
are in paradise, you own your own villa and you have a decent return-on-invest¬ 
ment. Not to be forgotten: you can make use of all facilities and services that are 
offered by Azure Beach Residences and there is 24-hours security. Best of it all is 
that the prices are very reasonable, especially when compared to similar offerings 
in the market. 



Upgraded Environment 

The environment of Azure Beach Residences and the 
Azure Villas will be improved as the government is ex¬ 
tending the Linear Park, a lovely paved route that even¬ 
tually connects the length of the island's west coast from 
the Airport to Arashi Beach. The trail is lined with trees for 
shade and offers secure space for walkers, runners and 
cyclers. All together you will be assured to have your per¬ 
fect picture here. 

Are you curious? Azure Beach Residences welcomes you 
to step in and hear more about this great opportunity! 
Hear us out and see for yourself. 

WINNING POINTS 

• Closed gated community with all amenities Azure 
Beach Residences has to offer 

• Spacious villa with lots of light coming in and full privacy 
PLUS the annex can be rented out 

• Your backyard is the Bubali Bird Sanctuary and the 
white-sand Eagle Beach on the opposite side of the street 

• New walk-run-cycle trail and park right by the front of 
the property 

• Well-priced in comparison with equally sized offerings 

• Developer with a trustworthy image and proven track 
record of success 

For more information you can visit the website http:// 
www.azure-aruba.com. The sales office is open every 
week day from 9 AM -5 PM, Saturdays 10 AM - 1 PM.Q 
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Birds of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010, the Aruba Birdlife Conservation was 
founded with the aim of protecting the biodiversity in generai and birds 
in and around Aruba in particuiar. 

Among other things, the foundation will focus on increasing the survival 
chances of species of wild birds by promoting their preservation and 
conservation. The foundation publishes the most beautiful pictures of lo¬ 
cal birds on their social media that show us the beauty of Aruba's birds 
and nature in general. Aruba Today gives you a little peek with the fol¬ 
lowing pictures and descriptions from the foundations Facebook page. 


Aruba’s Kinikini 



Born for our skies. Aruba's smallest falcon roams open areas for prey, 
ranging from insects, and small reptiles, mammals and birds. 

Excesses arising from our unplanned and unregulated tourism sector are 
also causing Aruba's Kinikini numbers to decline. 

Yet another conservation plan will have to be developed to try and res¬ 
cue this beauty from going extinct in Aruba. 

This masterfully beautiful bird also deserves its place in Aruba's skies and 
should not go lost due to greed's indifference to our children's future. 



This falcon is an all-rounder. It will hunt in trees, fish in very shallow waters, 
and run down lizards and if a lizard manages to escape into a tiny crev¬ 
ice, this hunter will dig the lizard out of its hiding place with its claws. Its 
color patterns are well known, except for the pattern between its wings, 
which only become visible when it tilts its body while making a sharp turn. 
A Northern Crested Caracara in flight. 

Papiamento: Warawara. 

Nederlands: Kuifcaracara. 

Bubali Black-belied Babies. 



A Killdeer at Bubali Wetlands. 



What an awesome feeling it brings about when a nest of Black-belied 
Whistling Ducks is successful. 

Born at Bubali Wetlands; worth protecting! 

A proud but cautious parent with nine chicks. 


A Purple Gallinule 



Here to stay. Although, these migratory plovers are known to breed in 
the northern areas of the United States, Aruba now has its own resident 
breeding colony. 

They came as tourists... and never left. 

The eye makeup is to die for. 

Colors of the Warawara 


Nature's Costume Colors. No lack of inspiration once you turn to nature 
for some color guidance. 

And .... getting those feathers right makes all the difference. A Purple 
Gallinule getting its feathers in tip top shape! 

Aruba's to enjoy. Aruba's to protectO 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 




Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

ftn ©3^ r^nfNse 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 

Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your card before noon! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robblns 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bor 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Glass 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 

Coming Soon: Hie Brownslone Ribs £ Seafood ond 
Sholom Hair & Ncit Bar 





CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I cosinoalhambra.com 


PkyRii^amibly. Visiliniw.aQmhlaESQi»nynious.crg if you or i4m«on«vay kAow has n aamhling prablem . 



Goodwill Ambassors honored at La Cabana Beach Resort 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Kimberley 
Richardson of the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority hod the great pleasure to hon¬ 
or Aruba’s loyal and friendly visifors os 
Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. The 
symbolic Goodwill Ambassador cer- 
fificofe is presenfed on behalf of fhe 
Minister of Tourism, os o token of ap¬ 
preciation to the guests who visit Aru¬ 
ba 20 years and more consecutively. 

The honorees were couple Max & 
Inna Ioffe from New Jersey together 
with couple Albert & Rita Fries from 
Philadelphia. 

This lovely group of people stated 
that they love the island very much, 
especially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beaches and 
picturesque sunsets, delicious vari¬ 
ety of foods, and Aruba's warm and 
friendly people. 

Richardson fogether wifh fhe repre- 
senfatives of the La Cabana Beach 
Resort & Casino presenfed the cer¬ 
tificates to the honorees, handed 
over some presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their fa¬ 
vorite vacation destination and as 
their home-away-from-home.Q 

























$ 23,645 


i 


j^jLosiaEsaMr 


Milhin 51 Ctilk PrDgrKsivft wilhin 52 Calk PfagraiaVa vilhin 53+ Calk 



m w ^ n V 

V .* ^ 


* * 
^ L^ . **A * ^ 

VW^WW .W« *.■ 


ft ft A * 


yo./ w: .*. POWERBALL l-T Bi * 


l^iJUsL^ vS^Lur^ 

sUUC.' 

Gnmel btterX $100 

Game 2 Large Diamonds $100 
Games Lucky? $125 
Game 4 Letter H $125 
30 Minute Break / Pick 5 Winners 
Games + or Cross $250 
Game 6 Postage Stomps $250 
Game? btler! $300 
Games Full Card S/50 



"Prognassive wthin 50 caHs^ amount unless hit before 3/17/20. "^Excefil on Pfagressiveni 


a 




CASINO AND SHOPS 




Open daily 10am to 4am [ IL Irousquin Blvd #47 
SB3.5000 I casinoD lhambra.com 

fViy RisponiAl^. Vls^ inntf.gDTittusanaf^^ I you v UHcni ynt bmr tmo gpnibi^ pnAtom 




Aruba 
Today signs 
partnership 
with 

Aruba.TV 



Aruba.tv 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba To¬ 
day has some great news 
to share with our readers 
and advertising clients. 
From March on your daily 
newspaper headlines and 
all our Ask Pilar videos will 
be broadcasted by the 
new and fresh tourist chan¬ 
nel Aruba.TV. You can find 
this channel that is dedi¬ 
cated to our visitors on 49 
in your hotel room, condo 
or time share. For our ad¬ 
vertising clients this means 
we have your PR’s also pro¬ 
moted on television. More 
exposure is o welcome gift 
we think. Flove o look at 
the new kid in town, there 
is o lot to discover. Stay 
tuned for the hidden gems, 
history, culture and culinor- 
ian delights on our One 
Floppy Island! □ 


Like us on 

Facebook 



facebook.comyambatoday/ 
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In this April 17, 2017, file photo, runners cross the Boston Marathon start line in Hopkinton, Mass. 


Masters, Boston Marathon postponed due to coronavirus 


By BERNIE WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 

The shock waves from the 
coronavirus outbreak rat¬ 
tled sports for another day 
as two rites of spring, the 
Masters and Boston Mara¬ 
thon, were postponed. 
There was at least some re¬ 
lief Friday that those events 
are expected to take 
place later in the year, un¬ 
like the stunning announce¬ 
ment the day before that 
the NCAA was canceling 
March Madness, one of the 
biggest events on the U.S. 
sports calendar. 

"Well, postponed is a com¬ 
forting word," pro golfer 
Xander Schauffele said. 
"Canceled is another." 

Golf and car racing came 
around and called off 
weekend events, leav¬ 
ing fans with nothing to 


look forward to for several 
weeks. Augusta National 
offered no details for when 
the green jacket will be 
slipped over the shoulders 
of a new champion, ex¬ 
cept for Chairman Fred 
Ridley saying he hopes the 
postponement puts the 
club in the best position to 
safely host the Masters "at 
some later date." 

The Masters had been 
scheduled for April 9-12. 

The Boston Marathon, the 
world’s most celebrated 
footrace, was postponed 
from April 20 until Sept. 14. 
Mayor Marty Walsh an¬ 
nounced the decision. The 
Boston Athletic Association, 
which oversees the mara¬ 
thon, had held off deciding 
the fate of the race even 
as other high-profile sports 
events were canceled or 


postponed around the 
globe. 

But pressure had mounted 
in recent weeks from offi¬ 
cials in Boston and the sev¬ 
en cities and towns along 
the course. Some had ex¬ 
pressed worries not only 
for the health of the 31,000 
registered runners but also 
the estimated 1 million 
spectators who traditional¬ 
ly line the route, giving ath¬ 
letes hand slaps and even 
kisses as they pass. 

Walsh drew on the city’s ral¬ 
lying cry in the aftermath 
of the bombings that killed 
three and injured scores of 
others at the marathon fin¬ 
ish line in 2013. 

"We’ve shown before that 
whatever the challenge to 
our marathon and to our 
city, we are Boston Strong," 
he said. "The marathon is 


Boston. It connects us. It 
reflects us. It brings out our 
community spirit and our 
resiliency." 

The Boston Marathon has 
never been canceled out¬ 
right since its first running 
in 1897, though there was 
a de facto cancellation 
in 1918, when the end of 
World War I and a global in¬ 
fluenza pandemic prompt¬ 
ed organizers to switch to a 
relay race format. 

Until Friday, not even the 
Great Depression or fero¬ 
cious storms had interrupt¬ 
ed the 124-year-old race, a 
bucket list quest for runners 
worldwide. About a third 
of this year’s runners were 
from outside the U.S. 

Friday’s announcements 
didn’t come at the same 
crazy headline-a-minute 
pace as Thursday. NAS¬ 


CAR and IndyCar reversed 
course and pulled the plug 
on racing this weekend, 
with IndyCar also suspend¬ 
ing its season through the 
end of April/ 

NASCAR called off Sun¬ 
day’s race at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway and next week¬ 
end’s events at Flome- 
stead-Miami Speedway. 
Both events were already 
scheduled to be run with¬ 
out spectators. 

IndyCar was scheduled to 
open its season Sunday on 
the streets of downtown St. 
Petersburg without fans. 
Formula One also can¬ 
celed its season opening 
race in Australia, leaving 
the first full weekend of 
global motorsports without 
a major event. 

Continued on Page 18 
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Masters, Boston Marathon postponed due to coronavirus 



In this April 9, 2019, file photo, fans arrive for a practice round that's under a weather warning at 
the Masters golf tournament in Augusta, Ga. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 

If IndyCar resumes in May, 
the season would begin of 
Indianapolis Motor Speed¬ 
way first with a race on the 
road course and then the 
showcase Indianapolis 500 
on Memorial Day week¬ 
end. 

"Anything from this point is 
going to be strange, right 
now is strange," five-time 
IndyCar champion Scott 
Dixon said. "I think that 
would be a fantastic start 
because that would mean 
everything is moving in the 
right direction, but we don't 
even know that now. Hope¬ 
fully we are racing by then." 
The NBA and NHL have 
suspended their seasons 
indefinitely. Major League 
Baseball has postponed 
the start of its season. Col¬ 
leges have canceled 
spring sports. 

The final three rounds of 
The Players Championship 
were canceled after the 
first round was played with¬ 
out fans. 

Major league baseball en¬ 
couraged players to go 
home, a day after cancel¬ 
ing the rest of the spring 
training schedule and post¬ 
poning opening day by at 


least two weeks. Ballparks 
in Florida and Arizona were 
locked down as the sport 
considered how to pro¬ 
ceed. Teams speculated 
the season might not start 
until sometime in May, 
necessitating a reduced 
schedule. 

Many teams said they 
planned to close for the 
weekend and re-open 
camps Monday. Commis¬ 
sioner Rob Manfred met 
Friday with the players' as¬ 
sociation leadership, and a 
decision was made to en¬ 
courage players to leave 
camp in the afternoon. 

"We don't have a playbook 
for this," Cleveland Indians 
President Chris Antonetti 
said. "We are learning on 
the fly. 

We are taking the ap¬ 
proach that we will con¬ 
tinue to prioritize the health 
and wellness of our play¬ 
ers, our staff, their families, 
everyone at the complex, 
everyone throughout the 
organization. That is evolv¬ 
ing day to day." 

College basketball players 
and coaches from Siena to 
San Diego State — which 
finished 30-2 and might 
have been a No. 1 seed 
for the first time — were left 


wondering, what if. 

Siena won the Metro At¬ 
lantic Athletic Conference 
regular-season title and 
was crowned champion 
of the conference tour¬ 
nament after the league 
halted play because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Siena hasn't played in the 
NCAA Tournament in a de¬ 
cade. 

"It's tough," said Carmen 


Maciariello, the first-year 
coach at his alma mater 
in Loudonville, New York. "I 
think you can always look 
at it as a teaching mo¬ 
ment. When you have a 
group of guys like we had 
and kind of the journey 
we've been on this season, 
the joy is in the journey. I tru¬ 
ly believe we were on the 
brink of doing something 
extraordinary, especially as 


a first-time head coach, to 
have these guys believe in 
me just makes it hard. To ... 
have it evaporate before 
your eyes is really hard. 
"When it's all said and done, 
it is for the greater good 
and you want to make sure 
everybody is safe," he said 
Friday. "People are dying, 
so we have to be mindful 
of that. There's always a 
bigger picture."Q 


NCAA plans to extend eligibility of spring sports athletes 



In this March 4, 2020, file photo, Florida's Brock Edge, right, 
steals second base, beating the tag by Florida A&M infielder 
Octavien Moyer (15), during the eighth inning of an NCAA 
coiiege basebaii game in Gainesviiie, Fia. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FEINBERG 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

NCAA is planning to ex¬ 
tend the eligibility of ath¬ 
letes on spring sports teams 
by one year to make up 
for the season lost to the 


new coronavirus. 

The details of how the ex¬ 
tra eligibility will work are 
still being ironed out. 

All three NCAA divisions 
would potentially allow 
another year for athletes 
in the 14 spring sports. 


which include baseball, 
softball, lacrosse and golf. 
The decision comes after 
the NCAA announced 
Thursday that its winter 
and spring championships 
would be canceled as a 
precaution against the 
spread of the coronavirus. 
Some, but not all, confer¬ 
ences have announced 
that their spring sports 
teams would not continue 
their regular seasons. 

“I think for the spring sports 
athletes, its a good idea. I 
like the idea of some kind 
of a make-good there 
and that's the way to do 
it,” Big East Commissioner 
Val Ackerman said Friday. 
The NCAA Division I Coun¬ 
cil Coordination Commit¬ 
tee sent an email Friday 
notifying schools of its in¬ 
tention. The proposal is ex¬ 
pected to pass. 


“Details of eligibility relief 
will be finalized at a later 
time,” the NCAA said in a 
statement. “Additional is¬ 
sues with NCAA rules must 
be addressed, and appro¬ 
priate governance bod¬ 
ies will work through those 
in the coming days and 
weeks.” 

The NCAA needs to fig¬ 
ure out logistics including 
scholarship limits, roster 
size and a few other nu¬ 
ances. 

The association also is try¬ 
ing to determine what — 
if anything — it could do 
for winter-sport athletes. 
In basketball, many of 
the top players will have 
headed to the pros al¬ 
ready, so granting another 
year wouldn’t do much for 
them. 

Florida athletic director 
Scott Stricklin said he plans 


to push for legislation that 
would allow seniors to re¬ 
turn to school and for ros¬ 
ter exemptions that would 
help make it happen. 

“I think any senior who had 
a championship opportu¬ 
nity taken away because 
of this should get another 
year,” he said Friday. “I 
don’t know if the NCAA 
will take that up. But you 
have track athletes, you 
have gymnasts, you have 
swimmers and divers, and 
basketball, that what they 
worked for all year was 
taken away. I think we 
should give those kids an¬ 
other year. Whether that 
happens or not, I don’t 
know. 

“Yeah, we’ll have that 
conversation,” he said. 
“That makes a lot of sense 
and it’s the humane, fair 
thing to do.”a 














Even Yogi might wonder 
when it will really be over 


By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 

The games are aver, at 
least for now. 

There's only so much you 
can say about that when 
people are dying and the 
world is in danger. The 
playground has always 
been the place tc leave 
your troubles behind but 
when no place is really 
safe, sports can't be either. 
That includes America's 
pastime, as painful as that 
might be. 

Baseball may or may not 
be played again this year. 
There are no guarantees 
anymore, and anyone who 
thinks the major leagues will 
saon pick back up where 
they suddenly left off Thurs¬ 
day is either guessing or 
has a crystal ball that the 
rest of us have yet to prop¬ 
erly study. 

That could mean no open¬ 
ing day anytime in 2020, as 
shocking as that might be. 
No pennant races, and no 
World Series to help us get 
the stink of the Houston As¬ 
tros off our minds. 

The great baseball philoso¬ 
pher Yogi Berra famously 
declared that it ain't aver 
'till it's aver. Well, it's over, at 
least far now, after the plug 
was finally pulled Thursday 
as games were still being 
played in Florida. 

"It felt like the most mean¬ 
ingless baseball game in 
the history of the sport," in¬ 
fielder Matt Carpenter said 
as his Cardinals played the 
Marlins in Jupiter, Florida. 
Baseball players are lucky 
in a way. Unlike college 
seniors who might miss the 
only March Madness of 
their life, they still get paid 
and still have a chance to 
play when this all gets bet¬ 
ter. Not like the guy pouring 
you a beer or the woman 
handing yau a hat dag. 
Their jabs are gane, at least 
for the near future, and the 
chances at finding some¬ 
thing else in a suddenly 
perilous economy are 
about as good as they are 
being picked to sing the 
national anthem if opening 
day ever arrives. 

Same for the people who 
guide you to a parking 
spot, and those who take 


your tickets. The security 
guards, equipment guys, 
braadcast helpers and 
many, many others are all 
in the same boat. 

While the rest of us might 
need help finding some¬ 
thing to do other than 
watching sports, they need 
help just to live their lives. 
Kevin Love stood up quick¬ 
ly on the basketball side to 
pledge $100,000 for team 
and arena staff hurt by the 
lass of NBA games in Cleve¬ 
land. Expect other NBA 
stars to do the same kind 
of thing, and Dallas owner 
Mark Cuban says he's got 
a plan to pay his workers 
even if there are no games. 
Baseball needs ta step up 
far its peaple, too, if only 
because those in the sport 
understand it's the right 
thing to do. 

"My heart really goes out 
to the people who are liv¬ 
ing paycheck to paycheck 
and for whom this is an 
economic catastrophe,"' 
Seattle owner John Stan¬ 
ton said in Arizona. 

Here's hope that Stanton 
backs his words with his 
wallet, because a lot of 
good people will soon be 
suffering. The official delay 
is for two weeks, but Stan¬ 
ton said he doesn't have 
high confidence that the 
season will begin on April 9 
as now planned. 

The original plan to start 
March 26 was made so a 
World Series Game 6 would 
not be on election night. 
Now there's a chance it 
cculd come on inaugural 
day. 

No one really knows be¬ 
cause as good as baseball 
is with analytics, even the 
best numbers people can't 
say for sure where the virus 
is or where it will spread. 
That's not baseball's fault 
because no one outside 
the sport seems to know ei¬ 
ther, mostly because rela¬ 
tively few tests have been 
done in the United States. 
"Testing is a much broader 
issue than just how it relates 
to a major league team or 
a sports team," Cubs presi¬ 
dent of baseball operations 
Theo Epstein said. "We're 
far behind in this country as 
a whale in testing and so 


our stance is that the more 
testing the better. And we 
hope our country gets to 
the point where we can 
have a lot of testing to bet¬ 
ter assess the situation and 
make better decisions go¬ 
ing forward." 

Until then it's anyone's 
guess, and the guessing 
game has just gotten go¬ 
ing. So far, no major league 
players have tested posi¬ 
tive for coronavirus, though 
that daesn't mean it al¬ 
ready lurks in clubhouses 
and on fields. 

Indeed, it's already been 
found everywhere from a 
movie set with Tom Hanks 
in Australia to a basket¬ 
ball player in the middle of 
America. "Man, it's invisible. 
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A line-up sheet from the previous day's baseball game is posted 
on the wall of an otherwise empty dugout and ballpark atter the 
cancellation of the spring training basebaii game between the 
Kansas City Royals and the Seattle Mariners Thursday, March 12, 
2020, in Surprise, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


too," Seattle pitcher Ken¬ 
dall Graveman said. "So 
we're really trying to take 
precautions. But yeah, it's 
crazy." 

The biggest precaution is 
being taken by baseball 
itself, thaugh there was na 


real choice. Commissioner 
Rob Manfred waited until 
the dominoes started fall¬ 
ing in other sports to call 
things off, then announced 
a two-week delay that will 
almost certainly last be¬ 
yond that.Q 
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In this Oct. 27, 2019, file photo, Jacksonville Jaguars defensive 
end Yannick Ngakoue (91) rushes New York Jets offensive 
tackle Chuma Edoga during the first half of an NFL football 
game in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By MARK LONG 
AP Sports Writer 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — 

The Jacksonville Jaguars 
placed the franchise tag 
on disgruntled defensive 
end Yannick Ngakoue on 
Friday, a move that guar¬ 
antees him more than $19 
million next season. 

It’s the non-exclusive tag, 
a one-year tender offer 
that equates to the top 


five salaries at the player’s 
position over the last five 
years. Ngakoue can ne¬ 
gotiate with other teams. 
Jacksonville has the right to 
match any offer or receive 
two first-round draft picks 
as compensation if he signs 
elsewhere. 

Ngakoue also could refuse 
to sign the tender and try 
to force a trade. He an¬ 
nounced earlier this month 


that he no longer wants a 
long-term deal from the 
Jaguars. 

The 24-year-old Ngakoue 
doesn’t believe the front of¬ 
fice has shown him enough 
respect considering what 
he has done since joining 
the organization as a third- 
round draft pick in 201 6 . 
Ngakoue’s concerns 
stemmed from former 
Jaguars personnel chief 
Tom Coughlin’s reign. He 
hoped a change in lead¬ 
ership would lead to a new 
contract. But the Jaguars 
have been slow to nego¬ 
tiate, partly because they 
are waiting for a new Col¬ 
lective Bargaining Agree¬ 
ment. 

Ngakoue has 37 1/2 sacks 
and 14 forced fumbles in 
four seasons. The speedy 
strip-sack specialist made 
the Pro Bowl in 2017 and 
was an alternate the post 
two seasons. He clearly 
outplayed his $3.84 million 
rookie contract. He made 
$2,025 million in 2019 — far 
less than other top play- 
makers at his position. 
Ngakoue insisted the day 
after the season ended 
that he’s "not going to play 
for pennies." He had been 
seeking around $22 million 
a year to remain in Jack¬ 
sonville, but the Jaguars 
don’t seem to consider him 
a complete or elite de¬ 
fensive end worthy of that 
much annually. 

—Defensive end Dante 
Fowler was traded to the 
Los Angeles Rams for two 
draft picks in October 2018. 
—Defensive tackle Ma¬ 
lik Jackson and safety 
Toshoun Gipson were cut 
to create cap space be¬ 
fore free agency last year. 
—Linebacker Telvin Smith 
abruptly quit last May, 
leaving $10 million on the 
table, and eventually re¬ 
tired to avoid getting fined. 
—Disgruntled cornerback 
Jalen Ramsey faked a 
back injury early last sea¬ 
son and forced a trade to 
the Rams. 

—Defensive tackle Marcell 
Dareus is now a free agent 
after Jacksonville declined 
an option in his contract 
that would have paid him 
$19.5 million in 2020.Q 


Jaguars place franchise tag on 
disgruntled defender Ngakoue 
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'Right now is strange' - NASCAR and indyCar caii off racing 



In this March 11, 2018, file photo, Alexander Rossi (27) and Marco Andretti (98) race through Turn 10 during the IndyCar Firestone 
Grand Prix of St. Petersburg, In St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 

NASCAR and IndyCar re¬ 
versed course Friday and 
pulled the plug on racing 
this weekend, with IndyCar 
also suspending its season 
through the end of April 
due to concerns over the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
NASCAR called off Sun¬ 
day's race at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway and next week¬ 
end's events at Home- 
steod-Miami Speedway. 
Both events were already 
scheduled to be run with¬ 
out spectators. 

IndyCar was scheduled to 
open its season Sunday on 
the streets of downtown St. 
Petersburg without fans. 
Formula One also can¬ 
celed its season opening 
race in Australia, leaving 
the first full weekend of 
global motorsports without 
a major event. 

Mark Miles, president and 
CEO of IndyCar parent 
company Penske Entertain¬ 
ment, said the about-face 
came as both IndyCar and 
NASCAR saw more and 
more events and attrac¬ 
tions closing. He cited the 
cancellation mid-tourna¬ 
ment of The Players Cham¬ 
pionship and the closure of 
theme parks as indicators 
public gatherings should 
not proceed. 

"There's a public health risk 
any time people are get¬ 
ting together," Miles said. 
"Really, there isn't a sporting 
event left that feels com¬ 
fortable running even with¬ 
out fans.... We just felt like it 
was the right thing to do to 
not allow the opportunity 
for the racers to go racing 
here." 

It takes six to eight weeks to 
build a street course, which 
shuts down large portions 
of the host city. It is unlikely 
that St. Petersburg can host 
the event later this year 
because of the permits re¬ 
quired. 

Miles also said the Grand 
Prix of Long Beach, sched¬ 
uled for April 19, was offi¬ 
cially canceled for 2020. 

It was unknown what will 
happen to races in Birming¬ 
ham, Alabama, and at 
Circuit of the Americas in 
Texas, two of the four April 
races canceled Friday by 
IndyCar. 


"From our perspective, our 
hope, our ambition, our 
plan is to restart in May and 
to get in as much of a sea¬ 
son as we can," Miles said. 

If IndyCar resumes in May, 
the season would begin at 
Indianapolis Motor Speed¬ 
way first with a race on the 
road course and then the 
showcase Indianapolis 500 
on Memorial Day weeknd. 
"Anything from this point is 
going to be strange, right 
now is strange," five-time 
IndyCar champion Scott 
Dixon said. "I think that 
would be a fantastic start 
because that would mean 
everything is moving in the 
right direction, but we don't 
even know that now. Hope¬ 
fully we are racing by then." 
Officials at Indianapolis Mo¬ 
tor Speedway, now owned 
by Roger Penske, said in a 
statement they were work¬ 
ing with public health offi¬ 
cials about racing in May. 
The Indy 500 draws crowds 
of more than 300,000. 
"Currently, we don't ex¬ 
pect any disruptions to our 
month of May schedule, 
including the Indy 500," the 
speedway said. "Our open¬ 
ing day is nearly 60 days 
away, which gives us time 
to continue gathering ex¬ 
pert advice and evaluat¬ 


ing the most up-to-date in¬ 
formation available." 
Seven-time NASCAR cham¬ 
pion Jimmie Johnson sup¬ 
ported the cancellation of 
immediate racing. 

"We want to race as much 
as you want us to race but 
this is the right decision," 
Johnson wrote on Twitter. 
"This is so much bigger than 
sports right now and the 
health and safety of our 
fans, industry members and 
the overall public is top pri¬ 
ority." 

IndyCar driver Alexander 
Rossi issued a statement in 
which he called the deci¬ 
sion "a bummer." 

"I share in the disappoint¬ 
ment with all the fans and 
pro athletes across the 
globe," Rossi said. "But let's 
work through this together, 
be good (intelligent) hu¬ 
mans, and come back to 
have some fun in a couple 
months." 

Defending IndyCar series 
champion Josef Newgar- 
den received word of the 
cancellation standing in 
the lobby of his hotel just a 
few feet from the entrance 
to the street course. 

"Crazy times we are living 
in, man. Crazy times," New- 
garden said. 

NASCAR said the decision 


to postpone the next two 
weeks "is in the best inter¬ 
est of the safety and well¬ 
being of our fans, competi¬ 
tors, officials and everyone 
associated with our sport." 
As NASCAR haulers pulled 
out of the Atlanta Motor 
Speedway, nearby camp¬ 
grounds usually filled with 
fans making a weekend 
out of the race were still 
lined with recreational ve¬ 
hicles. 

"Well, all the grocery stores 
are full of people panick¬ 
ing, and if I get home there 
ain't nothing to do but to 
be locked up at home, 
so I might as well sit out 
here," said Mike Crowe of 
Conyers, Georgia, about 
an hour's drive. "I've got a 
camper full of beer and 
food and satellite TV, so I 
can just camp and make 
the best of it." 

Crowe, a retired fireman, 
offered lukewarm support 
of the decision to postpone 
the race. 

"Well, I wish they would 
have held the event, I re¬ 
ally do, but I guess I have 
to support them," he said. 
"They've probably got 
more information than I do 
about this stuff. I'm just dis¬ 
appointed." 

Stacy Jones, who said he's 


had the same camping 
spot for almost 10 years, 
said he wasn't too disap¬ 
pointed since he had ex¬ 
pected Sunday's race to 
be rained out. 

"They told us our money 
will go toward next year's 
event," Jones said. "We 
come every year anyway. 
We just won't have to pay 
next year." 

As college and professional 
sports leagues canceled 
events or postponed their 
seasons one by one, NAS¬ 
CAR, IndyCar and FI were 
among the very few orga¬ 
nizations planning to press 
ahead this weekend. Fi¬ 
nally, even the prospect of 
staging races without fans 
was deemed to be unsafe. 
There was no announce¬ 
ment from either NASCAR 
or IndyCar on rescheduling 
races. 

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes only 
mild or moderate symp¬ 
toms, such as fever and 
cough. For some, especial¬ 
ly older adults and people 
with existing health prob¬ 
lems, it can cause more se¬ 
vere illness, including pneu¬ 
monia. 

The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus 
within a few weeks. □ 
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Parlow Cone takes over at U.S. Soccer at critical juncture 


going through having lived complete Cordeiro’s term, lovv'suit tiled by women's 
it. And she is one hell ot a which runs until the regu- notional team players last 
human. Give hero chance lor election tor a four-year year. 



In this Dec. 6, 2019, file photo, Cindy Parlow Cone, vice president of the U.S. Soccer Federation, 
attends a meeting of the organization's board of directors Friday, Dec. 6, 2019, in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 

New U.S. Soccer President 
Cindy Parlow Cone's first 
challenge will be to con¬ 
front the fallout over the 
federation's widely con¬ 
demned legal stance in 
the gender discrimination 
lawsuit filed by the wom¬ 
en's national team. 

The first woman president in 
the 107-year history of the 
governing body will also 
oversee the appointment 
of a new chief executive 
and early preparations for 
the 2026 World Cup. 

A former national team 
midfielder who became 
the federation's vice presi¬ 
dent last year, Parlow Cone 
took on her new role Thurs¬ 
day when President Carlos 
Cordeiro abruptly stepped 
down. 

Cordeiro was facing a 
growing outcry from play¬ 
ers, board members, sup¬ 
porters and sponsors over 
assertions made in court 
documents filed this week. 
USSR lawyers suggested the 
women's team was inferior 
because the players had 
fewer responsibilities and 
less physical skill than male 
national team counter¬ 
parts. 

Former teammates rallied 
in support of Parlow Cone, 
who has the unenviable 
task of damage control. 

"I have known Cindy Par- 
low Cone for over two de¬ 
cades as both a teammate 
and friend. She has always 
led with integrity and a 
commitment to others. I 
have no doubt that she will 
dedicate herself to mak¬ 
ing our game better for all," 
Mia Hamm said on social 
media. 

Fellow teammate Julie 
Foudy wrote: "I played 
with Cindy for many years. 
I know Cindy. She under¬ 
stands ALL the players are 


to succeed. Please." 

Now 41, Parlow Cone 
scored 75 goals in 158 ap¬ 
pearances for the U.S. from 
1995 to 2006, winning the 
1999 World Cup and two 
Olympic gold medals with 
the team. She retired be¬ 
cause of post-concussion 
syndrome. 

She was coach of the 
Portland Thorns during the 
National Women's Soccer 
League's inaugural season 
in 2013, leading the team 
to the league's first title 
before stepping down to 
spend time with her family. 
She was elected to the Na¬ 
tional Soccer Hall of Fame 
in 2018, and was voted in 
as USSR vice president in 
2019. 

Parlow Cone will serve as 
president until the federa¬ 
tion's annual general meet¬ 
ing next February. An elec¬ 
tion will be held then to 


term in 2022. 

Parlow Cone takes on the 
presidency at a critical 
juncture. USSF is currently 
conducting a search for a 
new CEO to replace Dan 
Flynn, who retired last Sep¬ 
tember. Brian Remedi is 
currently serving as chief 
administrative officer in ad¬ 
dition to chief stakeholder 
officer. 

The federation is also in 
the midst of early prepa¬ 
rations for the 2026 men's 
World Cup with Canada 
and Mexico. An expanded 
field of 48 teams will play 
in 16 cities across the three 
countries. 

But her most pressing is¬ 
sue is to contain the furor 
over the USSR's legal stance 
in documents filed Mon¬ 
day in federal court in Los 
Angeles. The documents 
were filed in connection to 
the gender discrimination 


The players say they have 
not been paid equally to 
the men's national team 
and asked for more than 
$66 million in damages un¬ 
der the Equal Pay Act and 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 . 
A trial is scheduled for May 
5. 

Sponsors including The 
Coca-Cola Co., Anheuser 
Busch Cos. Inc., The Proct¬ 
er & Gamble Co. and 
Volkswagen Group issued 
statements in support of 
the women's team. MLS 
Commissioner Don Gar¬ 
ber, a USSF board member, 
said he was "shocked and 
angry" over the arguments 
and Parlow Cone her¬ 
self denounced the legal 
stance on Twitter. 

National team players si¬ 
lently protested by wear¬ 
ing their jerseys inside 
out in warmups before a 
match against Japan on 


Wednesday night in Texas. 
The move obscured the 
U.S. Soccer crest but still re¬ 
vealed the team's four stars 
for its Women's World Cup 
championships. 

Cordeiro apologized for 
the stance, saying: "I did 
not have the opportunity 
to fully review the filing in its 
entirety before it was sub¬ 
mitted, and I take responsi¬ 
bility for not doing so. Had I 
done so, I would have ob¬ 
jected to the language." 
But it was too late. 

In her only public statement 
since becoming president, 
Parlow Cone thanked Cor¬ 
deiro for his service to soc¬ 
cer. Cordeiro, formerly the 
organization's vice presi¬ 
dent, was elected presi¬ 
dent after Sunil Gulati re¬ 
signed because the men's 
team failed to qualify for 
the 2018 World Cup in Rus¬ 
sia. 

"The passion that has come 
to the surface in the past 
two days is what inspires 
me to look forward, to work 
hard towards mending re¬ 
lationships and moving the 
game forward for all," she 
said in a statement issued 
by the federation. 

Former U.S. goalkeeper 
Hope Solo, a vocal critic of 
U.S. Soccer, said she hoped 
the change at the top 
leads to change within the 
organization. 

"This blatant disrespect and 
sexist attitude toward the 
women's team is nothing 
new. It didn't start with Car¬ 
los and won't end with his 
resignation," Solo said. "It's 
been in place for decades, 
was perpetuated under 
Sunil Gulati and was toler¬ 
ated by so many within the 
organization. For meaning¬ 
ful change to happen, it 
has to be institutional. Car¬ 
los cannot just be a scape¬ 
goat for U.S. Soccer's PR 
strategy."Q 


Chiefs cornerback Ward gets biggest performance-based bonus 


NEW YORK (AP) — Chiefs corner- 
back Charvarius Ward earned the 
most in the NFL's performance- 
based pay program, getting an 
additional $654,750 out of an over¬ 
all pot of just under $148 million. 
Ward, who was not selected in the 
2018 draft, received nearly 15% 
more than his 2019 salary of the 


league minimum for second-year 
players ($570,000). He started all 
16 games during Chiefs' champi¬ 
onship season, playing in nearly 
95% of the Chiefs' defensive plays, 
as well as almost 26% of the special 
teams plays. Next on the list was 
New England center Ted Karras, 
who inherited the job when David 


Andrews was lost for the season. 
He earned just under $636,000. 
Players become eligible to receive 
a bonus distribution in any regu¬ 
lar season in which they play at 
least one official down. In general, 
players with higher playing time 
percentages and lower salaries 
benefit most from the pools. Over¬ 


all, eight players who were not se¬ 
lected in their draft years made 
the top 25 in performance-based 
earnings. The highest-drafted play¬ 
ers in the top 25 were third-round¬ 
ers Richie Incognito of the Raiders 
— the guard entered the league 
in 2005 — and second-year tackle 
Orlando Brown of Baltimore. □ 
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Semenya switches to 200, still aiming to turn up in Tokyo 



In this June 30, 2019 file photo. South Africa's Caster Semenya smiles after winning the women's 
800-meter race during the Prefontaine Classic, an lAAF Diamond League athletics meeting, in 
Stanford, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By GERALD IMRAY 
AP Sports Writer 

Caster Semenya is looking 
for another Olympic run. 

A different one, too. 
Banned from competing in 
her favorite race and de¬ 
fending her title, the Olym¬ 
pic 800-meter champion 
is trying to moke the To¬ 
kyo Gomes anyway — by 
switching to the 200 meters. 
Semenya announced her 
decision on her Instagram 
account on Friday, saying 
her desire "to compete at 
the highest level of sport" 
drove her to try to qualify 
for the Olympics in on unfa¬ 
miliar race for her. 

"This decision has not been 
on easy one but, os always, 
I look forward to the chal¬ 
lenge and will work hard, 
doing oil I con to qualify for 
Tokyo and compete to the 
best of my ability for South 
Africa," she said. 

Under the world track and 
field body's highly criticized 
testosterone regulations, 
Semenya and other female 
athletes with high natural 
testosterone ore barred 
from races from 400 me¬ 
ters to one mile at top-level 
meets like the Olympics 
and world championships 
unless they undergo treat¬ 
ment to reduce their hor¬ 
mone levels for six months 
prior to running. 

Semenya has refused to 
do so, calling the rules and 
the medical intervention 
required unfair and un¬ 
ethical. Athletes ore given 
three choices to lower their 
testosterone: birth control 


pills, hormone-blocking in¬ 
jections or surgery. 

But the regulations don't 
apply to the 200 meters 
and that gives Semenya o 
chance to run at her third 
Olympics, even if it's not in 
the race she wonts to run 
in. It won't be easy. 
Semenya has rarely run 
the 200 meters, and only 
at lower-level events. She 
didn't compete at oil over 
the distance between 2016 
and early 2019, and she 
is well off the pace of the 
world's leading women. 

The 29-year-old South Afri¬ 
can needs to improve her 
personal best by nearly 
two seconds just to qualify 
for the Tokyo Olympics. 
Her best is 24.26 seconds, 
in South Africa in February 
2019. The Olympic qualify¬ 
ing standard for the wom¬ 
en's 200 is 22.80 seconds. 
Semenyo's PB wouldn't 
hove got her out of the 
heats at the 2016 Rio de 
Janeiro Olympics. 

But at least Semenya has 
o goal now otter being in 
limbo for nearly o year af¬ 
ter making on unsuccessful 
appeal of World Athletics' 
testosterone regulations at 
the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport lost May. 

That left Semenya with o 
choice: Submit to medical 
treatment to lower her tes¬ 
tosterone or stay away from 
the 800 meters. Defiant, she 
chose to stay away and 
hasn't run on 800-meter 
race since winning at the 
Prefontaine Classic in June 
lost year, her 31st straight 


victory over two lops. She 
wasn't able to defend her 
title at lost year's world 
championships. 

Semenyo's decision to try 
the 200 may signal she has 
given up on her second le¬ 
gal challenge against the 
regulations. That second 
appeal is still being consid¬ 
ered by the Swiss Federal 
Tribunal and o ruling is due 
in the coming weeks. She 
lost her first appeal at CAS 
lost year by o 2-1 majority 
of the panel of judges. 

A favorable decision from 
the Swiss supreme court 
could still overturn the tes¬ 
tosterone rules and allow 
Semenya to compete in 
the 800 again without hor¬ 


mone-reducing treatment, 
but her chances of win¬ 
ning the appeal ore seen 
os slim. 

World Athletics' new tes¬ 
tosterone rules apply to fe¬ 
male athletes like Semenya 
with conditions known os 
differences of sex devel¬ 
opments (DSDs). Semenya 
was born with the typical 
mole XY chromosome pat¬ 
tern but also female traits. 
She was legally identified 
os female at birth and has 
been identified os female 
her entire life, but World 
Athletics says she is "biologi¬ 
cally mole" — on assertion 
she has rejected angrily. 
World Athletics soys higher 
testosterone gives women 


like Semenya on unfair 
athletic advantage. Seme- 
nya's story has been one 
of the most contentious in 
sport ever since she arrived 
os on unknown teenager 
and won gold at the 2009 
world championships amid 
o gender-test storm. 

She has won two Olympic 
titles and three world titles 
in the 800 meters and is the 
reigning Olympic cham¬ 
pion but has now been 
barred from running twice 
in her career. The first time 
she was sidelined by World 
Athletics, then known os 
the lAAF, was in 2009 in 
the woke of the gender 
controversy at the world 
chompionships.Q 


Olympic torch relay In Greece 
suspended because of virus 



U.S. actor Gerard Butler runs as a torchbearer during the 
Olympic torch relay ot the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games in the 
southern Greek town of Sparta, Friday, March 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

The Greek Olympic com¬ 
mittee suspended the rest 
of its torch relay on Friday 
because of the “unex¬ 
pectedly large crowd” 
that gathered to watch 
despite repeated requests 
for the public to stay away 
to prevent the spread of 
the coronovirus. 

The committee said o 
large crowd hod gath¬ 
ered to watch the flame 
for the Tokyo Olympics 
pass through the southern 


Greek town of Sparta. The 
flame for the Tokyo Olym¬ 
pics was lit Thursday at the 
birthplace of the gomes 
in Ancient Olympia in o 
pared-down ceremony. 
“(We took) the difficult 
but essential decision to 
cancel the rest of the pro¬ 
gram of the flame relay on 
Greek territory,” the com¬ 
mittee said. The decision 
was token in coordination 
with the health ministry and 
the International Olympic 
Committee, it said. The 


handover of the Olympic 
Flame to the Tokyo orga¬ 
nizing committee will go 
ahead os scheduled on 
March 19 at the stadium 
in Athens where the first 
modern Olympics were 
held in 1896. No spectators 
will be allowed to attend 
that ceremony, Tokyo of¬ 
ficials said in o statement, 
but they ore continuing 
their plans for o torch relay 
in Japan. 

“In line with the counter¬ 
measure policy set by the 


notional government, we 
will work closely with oil 
municipalities and related 
organisations in Japan 


to ensure the Olympic 
torch relay safely begins 
on March 26,” organizers 
soid.Q 
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Pedestrian uses her phone while wearing a face mask in Herald 
Square, Thursday, March 12, 2020, in New York. 

Associated Press 



In this Jan. 9, 2019, file photo, media and guests mingle before a tour of Facebook's new 
130,000-square-foot offices, which occupy the top three floors of a 10-story Cambridge, Mass. 

Associated Press 


How to clean the 
bundle of germs 
that is your phone 


Facebook takedowns reveal 
sophistication of Russian trolls 


By TALI ARBEL 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — You're 
washing your hands count¬ 
less times a day to try to 
ward ott the coronavirus. 
You should also wash that 
extension ot your hand and 
breeding ground tor germs 
— your phone. Tests done 
by scientists show that the 
virus can live for two to 
three days on plastic and 
stainless steel. The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends 
cleaning all "high-touch" 
surfaces daily, including 
phones, keyboards and 
tablet computers. 

But cleaning your phone 
improperly can damage it. 
You want to avoid getting 
moisture inside it or scratch¬ 
ing the surface. Don't spray 
cleaners directly on the 
phone, don't dunk it in 
cleaning solutions, don't 
spray it with compressed- 
air devices used to clean 
keyboards and avoid rub¬ 
bing it with abrasive mate¬ 
rials. 

Instead, start by turning off 
the phone and unplug¬ 
ging all cables. Your phone 
shouldn't be charging as 
you clean. 

You can use Clorox wipes 


or wipes with 70% alcohol, 
which you can get at the 
drugstore, to wipe down 
your phone. Apple, which 
has cautioned against us¬ 
ing household cleaners 
on its phones, says to do 
that "gently." AT&T has fur¬ 
ther recommended wring¬ 
ing out disinfectant wipes 
before using them on a 
phone. 

You can also use soft cloths 
to clean the phone, like a 
microfiber cleaning cloth 
or the cloths used to clean 
your glasses. Google says 
you can dip the cloth in 
soap and water, as long 
as you're careful not to get 
moisture in the phone. AT&T 
says paper towels work, 
too. You can spray them 
with disinfectant. Again, 
don't spray the phone itself. 
The phone-cleaning step 
is one of many measures 
public-health authorities 
are recommending to try 
to slow the spread of the 
virus, which has infected 
137,000 people worldwide. 
More than 5,000 have died. 
Most patients have only 
mild or moderate symp¬ 
toms, but the elderly and 
people with existing health 
conditions are particularly 
vulnerable. □ 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 

Facebook and Twitter re¬ 
vealed evidence Thursday 
suggesting that Russian ef¬ 
forts to interfere in the U.S. 
presidential election are 
getting more sophisticated 
and harder to detect. 

The companies said they 
have removed dozens of 
fake accounts and pages 
from their services. 
Facebook said the network 
of accounts it removed 
was in the "early stages" 
of building an audience. It 
was operated by people 
in Ghana and Nigeria on 
behalf of individuals in Rus¬ 
sia. The accounts posted 
about topics such as black 
history, celebrity gossip and 
fashion. 

Twitter, meanwhile, said 
the accounts it removed 
tried to sow discord by em¬ 
phasizing social issues such 
as race and civil rights with¬ 
out favoring any particular 
candidate or ideology. 

The tactics the accounts 
used to avoid detection — 
and that Russia has essen¬ 
tially outsourced the work 
to countries in West Africa 
— shows that foreign inter¬ 
ference remains a chal¬ 
lenge for Facebook in the 
months leading to Novem¬ 
ber. 


The accounts Facebook 
took down focused on 
stoking racial divisions. 
Some posed as legitimate 
non-governmental organi¬ 
zations in order to deceive 
people. 

The takedowns follow a re¬ 
port last week that found 
Moscow's campaign of 
election interference hasn't 
let up since 2016, and in 
fact has gotten more diffi¬ 
cult to detect. 

That report, from Univer¬ 
sity of Wisconsin-Madison 
professor Young Mie Kim, 
found that Russia-linked 
social media accounts are 
posting about the same 


divisive issues — race re¬ 
lations, gun laws and im¬ 
migration — as they did 
in 2016, when the Kremlin 
polluted American voters' 
feeds with messages about 
the presidential election. 
Facebook has since re¬ 
moved those accounts as 
well. 

Last month, FBI Director 
Christopher Wray warned 
that Russia was still waging 
"information warfare" with 
an army of fictional social 
media personas and bots 
that spread disinformation. 
Russia has repeatedly 
denied interfering in U.S. 
elections. □ 
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Business fallout: Apple goes online. Delta slashes flights 



In this May 24,2018, file photo a Delta Air Lines passenger jet piane, a Boeing 737-900 model, ap¬ 
proaches Logan Airport in Boston. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 

Apple said its annual devel¬ 
opers conference would 
take place entirely online 
this year, joining a growing 
list of companies that are 
canceling big, in-person 
events as the coronavirus 
spreads. 

Thousands of engineers 
and customers attend the 
Worldwide Developers 
Conference, or WWDC, 
which is in its 31st year. 
Apple said it would give 
$1 million to organizations 
in San Jose, California, to 
help with the money they 
would lose from Apple can¬ 
celing the in-person event. 
The event had been held 
in San Jose for the past few 
years. 

Google and Facebook 
also canceled their flagship 
developers conferences 
in the face of coronavirus 
health concerns. 
Meanwhile, Berkshire Ha¬ 
thaway chairman Warren 
Buffett told shareholders 
Friday that they won't be 
allowed to physically at¬ 
tend the company's May 2 
annual meeting in Omaha, 
Nebraska, because of the 
coronavirus threat. 

The virus has infected 
137,000 people worldwide. 
Most patients have only 
mild or moderate symp¬ 
toms, but the elderly and 
people with existing health 
conditions are particular¬ 
ly vulnerable. More than 
5,000 have died. 

Among other ways the virus 
is impacting businesses: 
FLYING LOW: Delta is slash¬ 
ing its flying by 40% to han¬ 
dle an unprecedented 
nosedive in air travel de¬ 
mand. It's the largest cut in 
Delta's history. 

CEO Ed Bastion said the 


downturn in demand is un¬ 
like anything the company 
has ever seen, not even af¬ 
ter the Sept. 11 attacks. He 
said he's optimistic about 
getting help from the White 
House and Congress. But, 
he said. Delta can't wait 
for Washington to act, so it 
is preserving cash and cut¬ 
ting costs. 

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said Washington 
will consider aid for the 
airline industry. "Just as af¬ 
ter Sept. 11, we are very 
committed to make sure 
that our U.S. airlines have 
the ability and have the li¬ 
quidity to get through this," 
Mnuchin told CNBC. 

The federal government 
provided aid including 
loan guarantees to U.S. air¬ 
lines after the terror attacks 
of Sept. 11,2001, when the 
number of people flying 
also dropped sharply. 
GETTING ONLINE: U.S. 
phone and cable compa¬ 
nies say that they won't cut 


off home-internet and cell¬ 
phone service for people 
and small businesses that 
are unable to pay because 
of the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic, which is causing 
workplace shutdowns and 
layoffs. They'll also waive 
late fees and make their 
networks of Wi-Fi hotspots 
available to the public. 

The companies acted 
at the request of Federal 
Communications Commis¬ 
sion Chairman Ajit Pai, who 
is also encouraging — but 
not requiring — them to 
take further steps to make 
sure people can stay con¬ 
nected to each other, their 
schools, jobs and doctors 
as the country increasingly 
shuts down. 

He suggested that the in¬ 
ternet service providers in¬ 
crease and improve their 
low-cost internet offerings 
for low-income people, re¬ 
lax their data caps and try 
to help schools and librar¬ 
ies with remote learning, for 


example. 

FCC Commissioner Jessica 
Rosenworcel, a Democrat, 
has called on the FCC to 
do more to help families 
whose children's schools 
have shut down, like beef¬ 
ing up a program that helps 
schools loan Wi-Fi hotspots 
to kids stuck at home. The 
AP has found that 3 million 
students have no internet 
access at home. 

Some companies are tak¬ 
ing additional steps like 
those Pai suggested. Cable 
companies Comcast and 
Cox are boosting internet 
speeds on their low-cost 
plans and offering one or 
two months of free service 
for new low-income cus¬ 
tomers. AT&T is waiving fees 
if people go over home- 
internet data caps. 

The development comes 
as Ford and General Motors 
are asking white collar em¬ 
ployees to work from home 
if possible, starting Monday. 
Factory workers for both 


companies still must report. 
Fiat Chrysler says it's accel¬ 
erating deployment of re¬ 
mote working. 

AT THE MOVIES: AMC The¬ 
aters and Regal Cinemas, 
the country's two larg¬ 
est movie theater chains, 
plan to fill their theaters no 
more than 50%. AMC said 
it would begin the policy 
Saturday and keep it un¬ 
til the end of April to help 
facilitate social distanc¬ 
ing. In larger auditoriums, 
the chain will no longer sell 
more than 250 tickets for a 
showing. 

Meanwhile, The Walt Disney 
Co. says its shutting down 
many of its live-action pro¬ 
ductions, including "The 
Little Mermaid" and Ridley 
Scott's "The Last Duel," due 
to the coronavirus. It has 
delayed the releases of sev¬ 
eral upcoming films, includ¬ 
ing "Mulan."IMF STAFFERS 
SENT HOME: The Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund said 
Friday that a staff member 
had tested positive for the 
coronavirus. As a result, all 
staffers at the IMF's Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., headquar¬ 
ters have been advised to 
work from home until fur¬ 
ther notice. The 189-nation 
lending institution said that 
the staffer who has been 
diagnosed was self-isolat¬ 
ing and receiving medical 
care. The IMF said all of its 
staff missions to European 
countries with a large num¬ 
ber of coronavirus cases 
had been suspended and 
only essential travel will be 
allowed to other countries. 
Even with headquarters 
staff working from home, 
the IMF said the agency re¬ 
mained fully operational in 
terms of helping its member 
countries. □ 


on crisis deepens in Libya as losses exceed $3 billion 


ISABEL DEBRE 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — The oil crisis 
in Libya is deepening as a 
blockade of the country's 
vital oil fields generated 
losses of more than $3 bil¬ 
lion, the national oil cor¬ 
poration announced late 
Thursday. 

The war-torn country con¬ 
trols vast oil reserves, the 
biggest in Africa, and typi¬ 
cally pumps out 1.2 billion 


barrels a day. But its regular 
oil production ground to a 
halt in January when tribes 
loyal to eastern-based 
forces seized large export 
terminals and choked off 
major pipelines, jeopardiz¬ 
ing the national economy 
that relies heavily on oil 
revenues. The National Oil 
Corporation reported that 
production had been re¬ 
duced to a trickle of 97,500 
barrels a day. It warned of 


a looming fuel shortage 
given the government's in¬ 
ability to pay for imports. 
The country's oil wealth has 
long been at the center of 
strife between opposition 
forces under the command 
of Khalifa Hitter and the 
U.N.-backed government 
based in the capital, Tripoli. 
By leveraging their control 
of much of Libya's east and 
south. Hitter's allies seek to 
choke off cash flow to their 


adversary, the Tripoli-based 
administration, which runs 
Libya's central bank. 

The bank's monthly state¬ 
ment published earlier this 
week shows it continues to 
pay for fuel and food sub¬ 
sidies and holds billions of 
dollars in foreign reserves. 
But since January it has 
withheld salaries from civil 
servants and eliminated 
funding for development 
projects because of the 


blockade and plunging oil 
prices.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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End of telegraph era 
brings question: What’s a 
teiegraph? 

By BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
Associated Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — The telegraph era in Florida is 
ending without a flash. Not even o flicker, really. 

It’s more like o snicker. 

The Florida Senate sent Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis a 
bill Thursday that removes on entire chapter of state law 
regulating the telegraph industry, including $50 penalties 
for not promptly delivering messages. 

In the days before hashtags, texts and FaceTime chats, 
telegraphs were a big deal. 

Western Union completed the first transcontinental tele¬ 
graph line in 1861, dealing a death blow to the struggling 
Pony Express, which began operations the year before. 
Florida laws regarding telegraphs haven't had any sub¬ 
stantial changes since 1913, and there haven’t been any 
court opinions involving the statutes since 1945, accord¬ 
ing to a legislative staff analysis. 

And when Republican Sen. Ben Albritton presented his 
bill Thursday, his colleagues couldn’t resist having a little 
fun just before he presented his closing arguments for the 
legislation. 

“There are a number of school-age children in the West 
Gallery, so if Senator Albritton in his close can address 
what telegraphs are,” said Democratic Jason Pizzo. 
Democratic Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez quickly piled on. 
“There are also middle-aged people in the entire Capitol. 
Can you also explain to us what a telegraph is?” Rodri¬ 
guez said. 

Stifling his laughter, Albritton carried on. 

“I appreciate the opportunity to clarify what telegraphs 
were. 

Just Google it,” Albritton said. “Next year we’re going af¬ 
ter carrier pigeons and Morse code.” 

The bill passed unanimously. If DeSantis signs the bill, the 
telegraph regulations will be removed from law on July 1. 
Until then, telegraph operators can still be held liable for 
any mental anguish or physical suffering caused by a de¬ 
layed delivery of a messoge.Q 
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Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
Dr. Winterdal 
Tel.524 8833 


IPHARMACY ON DUTYl 
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Police 100 
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Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



March 12 
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Scientist links 2 state outbreaks with genetic fingerprints 



In this Feb. 7,2019 photo provided by the Fred Hutch News Service, Trevor Bedford, a computational 
biologist at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, poses at the center in Seattie. 

Associated Press 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer 
SEATTLE (AP) — A U.S. scien¬ 
tist is helping public health 
authorities understand and 
track the coronavirus, turn¬ 
ing up clues about how it 
arrived and spread through 
Washington state and be¬ 
yond, including potentially 
seeding an outbreak on 
the Grand Princess cruise 
ship. 

Washington's gover¬ 

nor banned large public 
events in three counties 
on Wednesday, a strat¬ 
egy guided by the work 
of Trevor Bedford and his 
colleagues, who have es¬ 
timated there are currently 
1,100 active cases in the 
state, most of them undis¬ 
covered by testing. 

Like a detective studying 
fingerprints, Bedford uses 
the genetic code the virus 
leaves behind. The dots he 
connects are mutations in 
the genetic alphabet of the 
virus, a 30,000-letter string 
that changes at the rate 
of one letter every 15 days. 
Those tiny mutations don't 
change the virus' effect on 
people, but they do allow 
scientists to draw conclu¬ 
sions about how it spreads 
from person to person. Af¬ 
ter a person gets tested 
for the virus with nasal and 
throat swabs, a small bit of 
the specimen can be used 
to rapidly sequence the vi¬ 
rus' genome. That work has 
been happening, not just 
in Seattle, but in other labs 
around the world. Scientists 
are sharing their results on 
a public platform where 
they've been sharing influ¬ 
enza genome data since 
2008. 

This week, Bedford's lab 
at the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center 
worked with California re¬ 
searchers to find links be¬ 
tween a cluster of cases in 
the Seattle area and the 


outbreak on the Grand 
Princess cruise ship in Cali¬ 
fornia. 

"They all are very similar 
genetically," Bedford told 
The Associated Press. "It 
seems very possible" that 
virus from the Washington 
outbreak made it onto the 
Grand Princess. 

Dr. Charles Chiu at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, San 
Francisco, agreed. He pro¬ 
vided genome sequencing 
of seven samples from in¬ 
fected passengers who got 
off the Grand Princess this 
week. An eighth sample 
from an earlier Grand Prin¬ 
cess cruise to Mexico had 
ties to Washington state, 
Chiu said, and that per¬ 
son likely seeded the out¬ 
break among passengers 
on board as the ship left for 
Hawaii. 

"The simplest explanation," 
Chiu said, is that the earlier 
Grand Princess passenger 
had been in Washington 
state and then seeded the 
cruise ship outbreak. 

There's an alternative ex¬ 


planation, Chiu said. A 
cruise passenger or crew 
member was infected in 
another country, coinci¬ 
dentally by a virus with 
the same mutations as the 
Washington state cases. 
"Common sense tells you 
it more likely came from 
Washington," Chiu said. 

For most people, the coro¬ 
navirus causes only mild 
or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough. 
For some, especially older 
adults and people with 
existing health problems, it 
can cause more severe ill¬ 
ness, including pneumonia. 
The vast majority of people 
recover within a few weeks. 
Based on genome se¬ 
quencing of 18 Washing¬ 
ton state cases, Bedford 
believes the state outbreak 
began with one person. 


perhaps the 35-year-old 
man who was the first 
known U.S. case. The coro¬ 
navirus infection rate in the 
Seattle Flu Study, a project 
mapping seasonal flu, indi¬ 
cates there could be 1,100 
active COVID-19 infec¬ 
tions in the state, although 
because of limitations in 
the modeling that number 
could range from as low as 
210 to as high as 2,800 ac¬ 
tive infections. 

Health authorities tried to 
trace all the people who 
had contact with the first 
U.S. case, a resident of Sno¬ 
homish County, north of Se¬ 
attle, who had visited Wu¬ 
han, the Chinese city that 
was the initial epicenter of 
the outbreak. He landed 
at Seattle-Tacoma Inter¬ 
national Airport on Jan. 15 
and started feeling sick the 


next day. On Jan. 19, he 
visited a clinic in and was 
hospitalized on Jan. 20. 
'They did very aggressive 
contact tracing looking to 
identify anybody who had 
had contact with that ini¬ 
tial case and sort of con¬ 
centric circles outward," Dr. 
Nancy Messonnier of the 
Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention said 
Wednesday. She called 
Bedford's work "an interest¬ 
ing hypothesis," but said the 
outbreak could have been 
caused by "a secondary 
seeding." 

Kristian Andersen, a ge¬ 
netic epidemiologist at 
Scripps Research in La Jol¬ 
la, California, agreed that 
the virus was introduced to 
Washington state by one 
person and suggested that 
the active cases probably 
exceed 1,100. Neither of 
the conclusions Bedford 
described is a surprise, he 
said in an email. 

'The United States has com¬ 
pletely failed to prepare for 
the pandemic — despite 
having adequate time 
— and we currently have 
one of the lowest capac¬ 
ity for COVID-19 testing," 
he wrote. "This continues to 
be an enormous problem 
and it is highly likely that we 
are currently be missing the 
vast majority of cases oc¬ 
curring across the country." 
"Unless our ability to detect 
cases is transformed within 
days and aggressive strate¬ 
gies for responses are put 
in place, within a couple of 
weeks, we are going to find 
ourselves in a situation that 
is very similar to the one 
currently unfolding in Italy," 
Andersen wrote. □ 
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Review: Vin Diesel in 
the bruising ‘Bloodshot’ 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

It might be too harsh to rec¬ 
ommend practicing social 
distancing with the new 
Vin Diesel movie “Blood¬ 
shot," but I wouldn’t want 
to shake its hand, either. 
David S. F. Wilson's film 
comes not from Marvel or 
DC but the pages at Val¬ 
iant Comics. Its central 
character, a former sol¬ 
dier named Ray Garrison 
(Diesel), is brought back 
to life with nanotechnol¬ 
ogy that gives him super¬ 
human strength and the 
ability to immediately be 
healed by microscopic 
robots. He awakes to a 
muscleman's dream, lift¬ 
ing enarmaus barbells and 
trading a punching bag 
far a concrete pillar. What 
cauld be better? Well, the 
downsides include the 
haunting memory of the 
murder of Garrison’s wife 
and the eventual realiza¬ 
tion that his creator. Dr. 
Emil Harting (Guy Pearce, 
classing up the joint), can 
turn him aft with a switch. 
But when he’s in acticn. 
Garrison is something like 
a hulking Terminator who 
rapidly reassembles when 
shot or exploded, just with¬ 
out the sunglasses or snap¬ 
py catch phrases. 

There’s a dull thud to 
“Bloodshot,” a bruising ac¬ 
tion movie that can’t equal 
its brawn with brains. It’s a 
high-tech “Frankenstein" 
that cabbies together the 
sci-fi concepts of various 
previous movies before 
it. Wilson, a visual effects 
expert making his directa- 
rial debut, films the actions 
sequences in a vague, 
disorienting blur, some¬ 
times slowing things down 
in shots of grim brutalism. 
One, in a darkened tunnel, 
is shat amid a crimson glow 
and a clouds of powdery 
white (from a flour truck). 
Diesel doesn’t bring any 
dramatic heft tc the part 
but he makes a mean bul¬ 
let of a man. “Bloodshot” 
is, at least, a little more in¬ 
teresting than it initially ap¬ 
pears. It begins to reflect 
back on itself, questing 
what’s real and what isn’t. 
Pearce’s Harting turns out 


to be as much a film direc¬ 
tor as a mad scientist, cam- 
piling digital worlds and 
plot lines for his creations. 
(“It was all a simulation” has 
officially replaced “It was 
all a dream" in the movies.) 
And there is somewhere in 
here a salient metaphor 
for the plight of soldiers re¬ 
turning home from war with 
prosthetic limbs and farced 


to make for themselves 
strange new lives. Along 
the way, a few actors give 
it a pulse. Eiza Gonzalez, 
as the also-enhanced KT, 
is compelling enough that 
the movie feels like it should 
have gravitated from Gar¬ 
rison to her. Lamorne Morris 
just about steals the mavie 
as the brilliant but gaofy 
cader Wilfred Wigans.Q 



This image released by Columbia Pictures shows Vin Diesel in a 
scene from "Bloodshot." 

Associated Press 
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Passengers sit in a mostiy empty sightseeing bus on Hoiiywood 
Bouievard, Thursday, March 12, 2020, in the Hoiiywood section 
of Los Angeies. 

Associated Press 
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Coronavirus brings entertainment 
worid to a standstili 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The en¬ 
tertainment industry pre¬ 
pared Thursday tor an un¬ 
precedented shutdown 
to curb the spread ot the 
coronavirus, canceling up¬ 
coming movies, suspend¬ 
ing all Broadway perfor¬ 
mances and scuttling con¬ 
cert tours until it’s safe to 
welcome crowds back. 

To accommodate calls 
for social distancing, Holly¬ 
wood moved to pause the 
normal hum of TV produc¬ 
tions and the bustle of red- 
carpet movie premieres. 
After New York Gov. An¬ 
drew Cuomo banned 
gatherings of more than 
500 people, Broadway the¬ 
aters announced that they 
would close immediately 
and remain dork through 
April 12. 

The Tribeco Film Festival 
was called off too. 

The closures amount to a 
nearly complete halting of 
the industry, from Lincoln 
Center to Disneyland, and 
the lorgest-scole shutdown 
of many of the country's 
major arteries of culture. 
The Metropolitan Opera at 
Lincoln Center, the New 
York Philharmonic, Carne¬ 
gie Hall, the Apollo Theater 
and the Kennedy Center in 
Washington all canceled 
events through March 31. 
Live Nation Entertainment 
and AEG Presents, the 
world’s largest live-enter- 
toinment companies, sus¬ 
pended oil current tours 
through March, includ¬ 
ing those of Billie Eilish, the 
Strokes and Post Malone. 
The dawning awareness 
of the virus’ reach had al¬ 
ready forced the cancella¬ 
tion or postponement of oil 
major imminent events on 
the calendar, including the 
sprawling South by South¬ 
west conference and fes¬ 
tival in Austin, Texas; Holly¬ 
wood’s annual movie expo 
CinemoCon, in Los Vegas; 
this month’s Kids Choice 
Awards in Los Angeles; and 
the sunny California music 
festival Coachella, which 
was put off until Cctober. 
TV networks saw the scut¬ 
tling of most major sporting 
events, including the NBA 


season, March Madness 
and the NHL season. 

Earlier Thursday, Califor¬ 
nia urged bans of not just 
the largest events but also 
gatherings of more than 
250 to help stymie the vi¬ 
rus’ spread. California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom recom¬ 
mended the cancella¬ 
tion or postponement of 
gatherings of 250 or more 
people through at least the 
end of the month. That put 
a new focus on Broadway, 
multiplexes and concert 
venues. 

Disneyland plans to shut its 
gates Saturday for the rest 
of the month. After Sunday, 
Florida’s Disney World will 
also close to guests through 
the end of March. And Dis¬ 
ney is suspending any new 
cruise ship departures start¬ 
ing Saturday. 

Beginning Saturday, the 
Universal Studios theme 
park in Los Angeles will 
close until at least March 
28. Universal Studios in Cr- 
lando plans to shutter for 
the rest of the month start¬ 
ing Monday. 

Hollywood still planned to 
usher several new mov¬ 
ies into theaters beginning 
Thursday evening. North 
American’s largest chains, 
AMC and Regal, did not 
respond to emails. Cin¬ 
emas have already been 
closed in China, India, Italy, 
Poland, Greece and other 
countries. 

But they will soon run out of 
movies to play. Postpone¬ 
ments have erased much 
of the upcoming movie re¬ 
lease calendar. 

The Walt Disney Co. wiped 
out its upcoming slate, in¬ 
cluding "Mulan," "New Mu¬ 
tants" and "Antlers." Univer¬ 
sal Pictures said the "Fast 
and Furious" movie titled 
’’F9’’ would not open May 22 
as planned but in April next 
year. John Krasinski, writer 
and director of "A Cuiet 
Place 2," announced that 
his film from Paramount Pic¬ 
tures would not open next 
week as planned but be 
rescheduled to for another 
date. 

Across Hollywood, the usual 
machinations of show busi¬ 
ness, from auditions to re¬ 
hearsals, ground to a halt. 


Apple’s "The Morning Show" 
was among the many pro¬ 
ductions put on hiatus. 
Central Casting closed 
its offices. The TCM Clas¬ 
sic Film festival, scheduled 
next month in Los Angeles 
was canceled. Leading 
talent agents closed their 
offices and sent agents 
home to work. 

The Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame postponed its an¬ 
nual induction ceremony, 
scheduled for May 2 in 
Cleveland. It was to have 
been televised live for the 
first time by HBO. Posthu¬ 
mous inductees Whitney 
Houston and the Notori¬ 
ous B.I.G. were to be hon¬ 
ored, along with Depeche 
Mode, the Doobie Broth¬ 
ers, Nine Inch Nails and T. 
Rex. Canada’s top music 
awards show, the June 
Awards, was also called off 
as a precaution. 

The announcement 

Wednesday evening that 
Tom Hanks and his wife, Rita 
Wilson, had tested positive 
for coronavirus sent shud¬ 
ders through the industry. 
Hanks was easily the most 
famous person yet to pub¬ 
licly announce that he had 
the virus. He was in Austra¬ 
lia to shoot an Elvis Presley 
biopic that Warner Bros, 
said would halt production. 
Hanks posted an photo on 
Instagram late Thursday, 
saying he and Wilson re¬ 
main in isolation and that 
they are taking it "one-day- 
at-a-time." 

In a nod to his manager 
role in "A League of Their 
Own," Hanks concluded his 
post; "Remember, despite 
all the current events, there 
is no crying in baseball." 

On Thursday, "Jimmy Kim- 
mel Livel" and ’The Late 
Show With James Corden" 
joined other late-night talk 
shows in announcing they 
will tape without audienc¬ 
es. That followed similar 
decisions by CBS’ "The Late 
Show With Stephen Col¬ 
bert," NBC’s "Tonight Show" 
and "Late Night With Seth 
Meyers," Comedy Central’s 
’The Daily Show with Trevor 
Noah," HBO’s "Last Week 
Tonight with John Oliver" 
and TBS’ "Full Frontal with 
Samantha Bee.’’Q 
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Coronavirus compels telecommuting, 
travel limits for media 



This June 22, 2019 file photo shows the exterior of the New York 
Times building in New York. Medio companies are balancing 
the need to cover the coronavirus outbreak with the need to 
keep their employees safe. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BAUDER 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Washington Post is encour¬ 
aging its Stott to work at 
home and the Los Angeles 
Times is restricting air trav¬ 
el, two illustrations of how 
news organizations com¬ 
pelled to cover the coro¬ 
navirus outbreak ore bal¬ 
ancing the need to keep 
employees safe. 

Both of those directives 
went out in memos to staff 
members on Tuesday. CNN 
also said that, os of now, its 
planned Democratic presi¬ 
dential debate Sunday be¬ 
tween Joe Biden and Ber- 
nie Sanders is on — though 
it will take place without o 
live audience. 

Washington Post Publisher 
and CEO Fred Ryan said 
the Post was encouraging, 
but not mandating, tele¬ 
commuting for newsroom 
personnel if their jobs or 
needs for equipment per¬ 
mitted it. The policy is in 
place at least through the 
end of the month. 

“It’s o smart thing to do to 
minimize or eliminate what 
could go wrong here," said 
Cameron Barr, o Post man¬ 
aging editor. The news¬ 
paper hod preparedness 
plans in place, and tech¬ 
nology allows most em¬ 
ployees to stay connected 
remotely. The newsroom 
won’t be empty, since 
some editors and other 
staff will remain. 

Ryan said the newspaper 
would continue to operate 
at “full scale” despite the 
dispersed employees. 

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes only 
mild or moderate symp¬ 
toms, such os fever and 
cough. For some, especial¬ 
ly older adults and people 
with existing health prob¬ 
lems, it con cause more se¬ 
vere illness, including pneu¬ 
monia. The vast majority of 
people recover from the 
new virus. According to the 
World Health Organization, 
people with mild illness re¬ 
cover in about two weeks, 
while those with more se¬ 
vere illness may take three 
to six weeks to recover. In 
mainland Chino, where the 
virus first exploded, more 


than 80,000 people have 
been diagnosed and more 
than 58,000 hove so for re¬ 
covered. 

The Los Angeles Times said 
it was suspending air travel 
for staff members except 
in coses where it is “abso¬ 
lutely” required for the job, 
according to o memo sent 
by Executive Editor Nor¬ 
man Peorlstine on Tuesday. 
Those who do hove to fly 
will be asked to work from 
home for two weeks otter 
their flight, he said. 
Exceptions will likely include 
coverage of sports teams 
or presidential campaign 
coverage, said o senior 
editor at the newspaper 
who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the 
person was not authorized 
to discuss the plans public¬ 
ly. Some reevoluotions ore 
taking place; this week¬ 
end’s debate will likely be 
covered off television in¬ 
stead of by o reporter on 
site, the editor said. 

Staff members hove been 
given the option to work 
from home if they con, sub¬ 
ject to their manager’s OK, 
the Los Angeles Times said. 
The New York Times told its 


employees this week that if 
they wont to work remotely 
they con do so, “and many 
have token us up on the of¬ 
fer,” o spokeswoman said. 
Remote working is not al¬ 
ways on option. NBC News, 
primarily o television news 
organization, did not men¬ 
tion telecommuting in o 
coronavirus memo sent 
to staff Tuesday. The net¬ 
work said it was stepping 
up cleaning of its facilities 
and making more sanitiz¬ 
ers available. Bloomberg 
News said it is requiring its 
employees in Chino, Hong 
Kong, South Korea and 
Italy to work from home, 
and recommending that 
its workers in Seattle, Wash¬ 
ington, do the some. Other 
employees who wont to 
telecommute must moke 
arrangements with their su¬ 
pervisors, o spokesperson 
said. The Associated Press 
said it expects its employ¬ 
ees to come to work but is 
dealing with individual con¬ 
cerns on o cose-by-cose 
basis. AP journalists ore not 
expected to go to hospi¬ 
tals or the homes of people 
infected by coronavirus, o 
spokeswoman soid.Q 


Pulitzer Prize-winning 
composer Charies 
Wuorinen dies at 81 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — 

Charles Wuorinen, win¬ 
ner of the 1970 Pulitzer 
Prize in Music and com¬ 
poser of the operas 
"Brokebock Mountain” 
and ’’Haroun and the 
Sea of Stories,” died from 
injuries sustained in o toll 
lost September. He was 
81. 

Wuorinen, who com¬ 
posed more than 270 
works, died Wednesday 
at New York-Presbyteri- 
on/Columbio University 
Medical Center, spokes¬ 
woman Alebo Gartner 
said Thursday. 

Known for much of his 
career os on admirer of 
the 12-tone system of 
composition, Wuorinen 
was opinionated. 

"We hove o world in 
which the instant re¬ 
sponse of the untutored 
becomes the sole crite¬ 
rion for judgment,” he 
told The New York Times 
in 1988, ahead of his 50th 
birthday. "A great work 
like o Beethoven sym¬ 
phony becomes like o 
blob of toothpaste. There 
is the bored orchestra. 
There ore the indifferent 
audiences. They wait it 
through. They applaud. 
They leave.” 

Just two years ago, he 
decried the awarding of 
that year's Pulitzer Prize 
in Music to hip-hop artist 
Kendrick Lomor, telling 
the Times that signaled 
"the final disappearance 
of any societal interest in 
high culture.” 

Born in New York on 
June 9, 1938, Wuorinen's 
father, John, was chair¬ 
man of Columbia Univer¬ 
sity's history department. 
Wuorinen received o 
bachelor's degree from 
Columbia in 1961 and 
o master's in music two 
years later. 

He won the New York 
Philharmonic's Young 
Composers' Award 

when he was 16 and 
premiered o choral work 
"O Filii et Filioe (Sons and 
Daughters)” at Town Hall 
in 1954. 


j 





This 1970 file photo shows 
Charles Wuorinen, 1969 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 

American composer of 
contemporary classical 
music. 

Associated Press 

Wuorinen was 32 when 
he won the Pulitzer for 
"Time's Encomium,” o 
four-channel work for 
synthesized sound that 
became the first elec¬ 
tronic composition to 
earn the honor. 

His work was cerebral. 
"Haroun,” based on 
o children's novel by 
Salmon Rushdie and 
with o libretto by James 
Fenton, premiered at the 
New York City Opera in 
2004. It opened with ref¬ 
erences to Boccaccio, 
Proust, Tolstoy and the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. Ac¬ 
tions that befuddle were 
called ''P2C2E'' — "o Pro¬ 
cess Too Complicated to 
Explain.” The chorus song 
out: 'This is minimalism,” 
prompting the audience 
to o lough. 

"Brokebock,” based on a 
short story by Annie Proulx 
about two cowboys in 
love, was first adopted 
into o movie and then 
on opera. It was com¬ 
missioned by New York 
City Opera but moved 
to Madrid's Teotro Real 
and premiered in 2014 
otter City Opera filed for 
bankruptcy. 

"It is very beautiful, os 
the film shows,” Wuorin¬ 
en told The Associated 
Press, "but it is definitely 
not sentimental. It is not 
o romantic landscape. 
It's o deadly one — it's 
dangerous.” □ 
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Talking to kids about virus? Experts say be calm and honest 



In this March 7, 2020 file photo, a swing sits empty on a playground outside Achievement First 
charter school in Providence, R.l. 

Associated Press 


By CLAUDIA LAUER 
Associated Press 

It vv'Qs a routine game ot 
schoolyard tag — except 
the children had dubbed 
this version “coronavirus." 
The kids ran around and 
tagged one another, but 
instead of being “it,” they 
“caught” the virus. 

Children like the ones a re¬ 
porter saw playing recently 
at a school in Washington, 
D.C., are becoming more 
aware of the coronavirus 
— though they may not 
fully understand it or know 
how seriously to take it — as 
it begins to affect their dai¬ 
ly lives with school closures 
and event cancellations, 
restrictions on travel, and 
the NBA nixing the rest of its 
season. 

Many parents are now de¬ 
ciding how to talk to their 
children about the virus. 
Some said they are check¬ 
ing in daily, while others 
worry talking about it could 
make their kids more anx¬ 
ious or fearful. 

“We falk abouf if a lof. 
I wafch fhe news every 
morning, and they’re al¬ 
ways watching it, too,” said 
Nicole Poponi, mother of 
Clara, 10, and Jane, 12, in 
the Philadelphia suburb of 
Audubon, New Jersey. 

Both girls said they’ve talk¬ 
ed a little about the virus 
at school, but Jane, who 
is a few grades ahead, 
said she has falked abouf 
if much more, including in 
science lessons. 

“I’m nof really as scared 
of if. If’s still not even that 
many people getting sick 
here. And it’s less danger¬ 
ous than the flu,” Jane said. 
“One of my friends is really 
scared of if, buf she’s hon- 
esfly really scared of all dis¬ 
eases.” 

Befh Young, who lives in 
Forf Mill, Soufh Carolina, 
said she has decided fo 
limif the conversation with 
her four kids, ages 8, 10, 12 
and 15. 

“I don’t want to doom and 
gloom them into being 
afraid of geffing sick be¬ 
cause, lef’s face if, kids gef 
sick preffy offen,” she said. 
“And I don’f need a sniffle 
fo furn info fhem worrying 
abouf dying.” 

For most people — includ¬ 
ing children — the new 


coronavirus, which causes 
a disease called COVID-19, 
results in only mild or mod¬ 
erate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough. For ofh- 
ers, especially older adulfs 
and people with existing 
health problems, it can 
cause more severe illness, 
including pneumonia. 

The vast majority of people 
recover. According to the 
World Flealth Organiza¬ 
tion, which has declared 
the outbreak a pandemic, 
people with mild illness re¬ 
cover in about two weeks, 
while those with more se¬ 
vere illness may take three 
to six weeks to recover. 
Child psychology experts’ 


advice is to be reassuring, 
focus on proacfive sfeps 
and do research fo frufhful- 
ly answer children’s ques- 
fions. 

In Kafhleen McEvoy’s 
house in Norfon, Massachu¬ 
setts, she and her husband, 
Thom Daly, decided they 
wanted to talk with their 
8-year-old daughter, Ken¬ 
nedy, before something 
like a quarantine or school 
closure was announced. 
“We thought it would be 
confusing and scary for a 
kid if fhey were fold fhaf 
school has fo be closed for 
fwo weeks,” McEvoy said. 
“We felt like it was impor¬ 
tant ... to give her a lot of 


information about how this 
might impact her life even 
if we don’f know exacfly 
how yef.” 

McEvoy, 38, works as a 
paraprofessional af a dif- 
ferenf school disfricf and 
said some second grad¬ 
ers had falked abouf how 
they thought the virus was 
spread. Some thought they 
could catch it from eaf- 
ing Chinese food or from 
touching bafs or pigs. 

The teacher spenf some 
fime searching for an age- 
appropriafe video fo help 
fhem understood how fhe 
virus is actually spread, 
McEvoy said. 

It’s important to reassure 


children, to ask whether 
they have questions and to 
stress safety, said Dr. Jamie 
Floward, a clinical psychol¬ 
ogist at the nonprofit Child 
Mind Institute. The institute 
and the Centers for Disease 
Confrol and Prevenfion 
bofh offer fips on falking fo 
children. 

Some teachers and coach¬ 
es are working to dispel any 
idea that the virus, which 
was first recorded in China, 
is tied to ethnicity or race. 
Seattle Public Schools post¬ 
ed on its website that mis¬ 
information has led to fear 
and hosfilify, and if urged 
sfudenfs fo combaf racism 
and bias. 

“We are aware of reporfs 
fhaf some of our Asian stu- 
denfs have been targeted 
and discriminated against 
in connection to COVID-19. 
This is unacceptable and 
contrary to our values ot 
racial equity and social jus¬ 
tice,” district leaders wrote. 
Lacy Flilbrich’s two daugh¬ 
ters, ages 14 and 18, are 
part of an online school 
fhaf has sfudenfs from all 
over fhe world. They live 
near Flousfon, buf some of 
her daughters’ classmates 
are in countries where there 
are quarantines in place. 
The virus, she said, has been 
part of her family’s daily dis¬ 
cussion. 

“In our family we all falk 
abouf if, so if’s preffy open 
and so they’re not hid¬ 
ing anything from us,” said 
daughter Ally, 14. "And I 
fhink fhaf’s helped a lot.” 
Parents should explain that 
measures like wearing face 
masks and closing schools 
are preventafive and 
temporary, Floward said. 
She urged fhem fo fake a 
page from Misfer Rogers, 
who faughf kids fo “focus 
on fhe helpers” — whaf 
doctors, teachers, parenfs 
and scientisfs are doing to 
keep them sate. Whatev¬ 
er the conversation looks 
like, Floward said, parents 
should not collude in their 
child’s anxiety by retusing 
to go outside or by buying 
masks. “In doing those be¬ 
haviors, you’re saying this 
is really dangerous and we 
really are in danger right 
now,” she said. “And that’s 
not true, and it will make 
them more anxious.”□ 



In this Tuesday, March 10,2020 file photo, the playground at Lowell Elementary School in Tacoma, 
Wash. 

Associated Press 






























